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Hath the Lord as great delight in Barnt Offerings and 
Crifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord ? 
to obey is better 4hen' Sacrifice, and to ny | 
the fat of Rams, 15am. 15. 22. |; 


And they an agg anar- ſaying, Allt that thau comman 
Ws we will do, according as we hearkned unto. Moſes 
all thmgs, {1 will we hearken unto thee, Joſh. 1. 16,17; 
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The Epiſtle 
them with a: Devotian 
comparable to that, with 
which I Tay this Little 
big at Your Grace's 
cet, 


3} pilettent of | 


this Siru ure 1s not. in a 


+ Lofty and Noble Cori. | 
_ thiantorm, with any Rich | 


Dr. Baious Emnbrodery of 
"Words; but the Thoſe is 
renee to ether in the 
nſec, T could 


i-given it a Franker 


Light had I not known 
thar Devoton (for which 


fr this 


vdur; 


Dedicatory. 
this Spirituall -Honſe-was 
built) irequires collected); 
rather then- chltulcd Spi 
rits. 

I dare. not abc the 
Vanity; -to think that 1:33 
( as the Jtaliars uſe (to. 


{peak of a well byjilt Stru+ 


ure) Fabrica beuraccoltah 


But it- Your: Grace' (who 
areſoexcellenta;Judge)be - 
pleas'd to affordit' Your 
Approbation; tor its aſe 
falnel(s or {cafonablenels; | 
ſhall rejoycein myEndet- 
It otheryide, -the 
A 3 hand 


| The Epiſtle 
- hand that ereQed, ſhall be 
firſt-upon it, to pull it in 
pieces, and con it to 
| - rubbageand ruine. 
> © Bur fince (Madam) the 
” fimple Dedication of an 
ZZAltar, (though the Mate- 
© rials of it are but Furf or 


erected: it, nnacquainted 


* curd itagainſt all, but Sa- 
crilegious Hands; I am 
.  Feady to overcome my 
| Reaſon into a Belief, that 

_ this (otherwiſe inconfide- 


* Brick, and the Hand that _ 
* with Art) hath ever fe. _ | 


rable) | 


cable.) Piece, pleading the 
Cauſe of His moft Sacre 


' Matters of Religion, the © 
| Reverend | Biſhops (.a#® 

Governours any b ws 
- .andof the Pious (though 7? 


" ſhall liveunder the ſhadaw © 


Dedicatory. 


Majeftie's Nomotheticall 
and Coercive Power in 


Prelacy of my Lords, 


deſpiſed) Liturgy of our | 
Church (which three are 
any ſeated, and ruling 
in Your Graces Soul) it 


of Your great Name. 
/ Thus (Madan) nor * 
es without 


The. Epiſtle 
without "| deep; acknow. 
ledgemnent.. of Your Gr2. 
ces \undeferved . Favours 
\ to my- moſt unworthy 
| Self, I take the boldnels to 
zaſſure you, that the - re- 
-amaining Thoughts and 
Adtions of my Lite, ſhall 
zealouſly-aim at the _ 


nourof being, 
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1 Epiſtle of Peter, 2 Chap; 4& 5 verſ. 


To whom coming us unto a loving ftone, diſals 
lowed 1 deed, of Men, but choſen of God, ant 

| precioths, 

Te alſo as lively tones, are built up a ſpiritual 
bauſe, an holy prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual 
ori acceptable to God, by Feſus Chriſt. 


= HE firſt thoughts that the 
HJ Sons of Men entertain of 
Fe coming (or drawing nigh) 

S255 to God.are formed in them, 

SS Sz by the mediation of his 
ET, that is, his profitablenefſe or 
lerviecableneſſe to chein, without this, all 
the beauty that is in the divine nature 
would never affect the heart of one of the 
'Tapſed Sons of Adam, for, though there be 
infinite charmes in the face of God, to at- 
' tra the ſoules of all rational! Creatures 
that have eyes to behold the amiableneſle 


that is in his face; yet the power and _ 
Þ. h 


[27] 

of God are more potent todeter the Crea- 
care, chn(cions to it ſelf of its own-unwor- 
thinefſe and guilt from coming to, or look 
ing toward him. | 

'.,The Son of God himſelf, though he be 
the brightneſle of his Fathers glory, and 
the exprefle image of his Perſon '( $ wegx- 
Iig ms xawrtores the charater of his ſubſiſt- 
ence) would never lead one heart captive, 
| were he not xen5%s beneficient and grati- 
ous, as well as Xeis& anointed; fo the 


"of thy good ointments, thy name is as ointment 
feared forth, therefore doe the Virgins lave 
thee ; and our Apoſtle (in my Text) 
ons not their coming unto God, bur th 
the hypothefis (or ſuppofition)) of 
having taſttd that the Lord is graviows, verſi 
#n xpn53s his goodneſle is the cords of.a 
' Man with which he drawes ns, and we' rum 
. after him; without a precedent taſt of that; 
we ſhould never come to him; But zf ye 
have tafted, it neceffarily and immediatly 
follows, To whom coming as unto a living 
fone, &c. | 

In which words, you have an alluſion 
to, or compariſon between the Chriſtian 
'Church; and the Temple under the Law, 


( of which-that was a typeor figure) and 
| this 


Spouſe, Cantic. x. 3. Becauſe of the = 


| 3) | 

this alluſion ſands in four things; the foun- 
dation, ſuperſtra&ure, prieſthood, and (a- 
cries. a” Sp {He 

' 2 You have. herein anſwer tothe foln- 
dation of the Temple, 4 ſtone ; ſpecified, 
and ilfuſtrated by a peculiar Epithite [| 2 /:- 
ving tone | and deſcrib'd further by two 
things (for preventing that ſcandal (or of= 
fence) that might be taken at itz becauſe 
diſallowed by men. ) that mEn might not 
ſhimble at, or 'dafh their foot againit this, 
it is true (faith our Apoſtle) this ſtone was 
diſallowed indeed of men; but firſt it was 
thoſen of God; though it were reprobated 
by them, it was eleCted by him ; #0n temiere 


| efſieniptite. And, 


2 Itis pretious too: '1 Coram Deo, {-- 
cious in the light of God, 2 Apud fideles, 
precious in the eyes of All beleevers, who 
Prefer this ſtone to all pearls and diamonds 
before the treaſures of ſilver and gold: 
| Secondly, You' have here in alluſion to 
the Temple, the ſuperſtrufure upon this 
foundation| yealſo as lively fonts are built 
upa ſpiratua vent. By 

3 The Priefthood, dignified with the ho- 
nourable title of 43/6 an Þoly prieſthood. 

4 Croft 1 diſtinguiſhed from 
thoſe of the Law avivuamgs ſpiritual, the 

| B 2 fact? 


[4] 
ſacrifices under the Law were carnal; buc 
theſe are ſpiritual ſacrifiees. 2 The means 
how they become acceptable ro God; 
namely by Feſus Chrift, - * 

The. 1. Alluſion, is the foundation, [ 4 
Rene] and heer 5. th: 1. that Chriſt is a 
ſtone. 2. How heisafſtone. 3, How it fared 
with him(or what entertainment he found) 
he was di/allowed. 4.By whom. And 5tly, 
their fin in difallowinghim, in three reſpeAts. 
x, Becauſe a /iving ſtone. 2. Becauſe choſen 
of God. And 3dly becaule precious. 

1. Chriſt is a ſtone ; thus the holy Pro- 
hets [aiab, Damel, and Zachary rophe- 
ed of him; Therefore thus ſaith the Lord 

God, behold I lay in S70n for a foundation, 
a ſtone, a tryed ftone, a precious corner ſtone, a 
ſure foundation, lay. 28. 16. | 

Thou ſaweſt til that 2 ſtone was cut out 
w3itbout hands,which (mote the Image, Dan. 
2. 34- Bebold the ſtone that T have laid before 

oſhua : _ one ſtone ſhall be ſeven eyes, 
ebold I will engrave the graving thereof ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts, Zach. 3. 9. 

Thus the holy Apoſtles Saint Peter and 
Saint Pqzl term him. . This is the ftone whzch 
was ſet at nought of you builders, which is be- 
come the. bead of the.corner, Atty 4.11, And 

didalldriok of the ſame ſpiritual drink(for 
| they 
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[5] 
they- drank of that ſpiritual 'rock that fol- 
lowed them) a4 that rock was Chriſt. rCor. 
10.4. He was # tone inhis birth; Daniels 
ſtone, cut out of the 'moyntain without 
hands ; that is, madeof a woman without 
a 'mian. A ſtone in his paſſion: Zacharye's 
ſtone, graven and car full of eyes. A ſtone 
in his reſurreXion ; IſaiaÞ's ſtone, layedin 
Ston for a foundation. A ſtone, of which 
therock in the wildernefſe was.a type. now 
as that rock when it was ſmote by Moſes, 
ſent forth ſtreames of water for queaching 
the Iſraelites thirſt. So he, ſmitten inhis 
paſlion,ſends forth baptiſmal water, t5waſh 
us from our uncleannefſe, and euchariſtical 
blood, to be our drink, tonouriſh us up 
unto eternal life. Thus Saint Fobn tels you 
that our two Saoraments flowed from the 
fide of our. Saviour, when the Soauldier 
peirced it with a ſpear. Bt one of the Soul- 
diers with a ſpear. peirced bis ſide, and forth- 
with came there out blood and water, Joh. 19. 
34- Thus Chriſt as a ſtone (or rock) ſenc- 
ing forth ſtreames, beſpeaks the Jewes. -In 
the laſt day, that great day ofthe feaſt, Fe- 


ſus food, and cryed faying, if any man thirſt 


let bim come unto me and drink, John. 7. 37. 
Thas hefaith likewiſe of the ſtreames of his 
grace. Whaſoever drinketh of the water that I 

B 3 fhall 


| [6] 
ſhall gzve bim, ſhall never thirſt; butt the water 
| that T ſhall give him, ſhall be in bim a well of 
water, ſpringing up into everlaſting life, Joh.g.. 
14. Thus he is a ſtone, a ſtone ſending forth 
ſtreams of living water: . IF 
-2. How-is Chriſt a ſtone; Heis a fone, 
(that. is, metaphorically,” or in an allegory 
as a ſtone) in a threefold reſpe&. | 
.. 2 In reſpe of his humane nature ;: he 
was hewen out of theſame rock, dig*&out 
of the ſame quarry, a5. the reſt-of the Sons 
of men are; he-was a ſtone ofthe old rock 
Adam, he was dig'd ont of Abrahams quar- 
ry, made of a woman ; he took part» of the 
1ame fleſh and blood that the other chil- 


 . dren'doe; he wasShikeanto us-in all things. 


fin only excepted 5 he was of the 'fame- rock 
with us, only without any, the leſt flaw; 
2: Inreſpe& of his paſlion; Nothang 1s 


more ſlybject to contempt to be troJjupon, 


to 'be ſparn'd out of the way then a:ſtone 
The Kingly Prophet ( ſpeaking in the Per- 
 fanofChrift)faith, Tam 2 worm and noman, 
Pia. 22.6. He might have faid lap:s ac non 
vir, 'a ſtone a1d no'man;- a-conternptible 
tone in his paſſion, rather then a man; 
never were any. ſifferings like his ſuffer- 
ings, never any ſorrows lke his forrows.; 
and yet behold, never was any ori. 
nv tne 
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the: midſt of his. ſorrows and ſufferings, ſa 
patient, ſo til, ſo ſtone like; He was op- 
preſſed, and be was afflicted, yet he opened not 
4: month, Tfaiah. 53.7. | 

3. Inreſped ofhis ſtrength and ſolidity; 
The chief virtueand propertityof a ſtone 
js, that it is firm and ſure ; Hence't is, that 
menplace it it the foundation, and venture 
the fabrick apon it. Chriſt. is a ſtone in this 
reſpe&t eſpecially ; ye may truſt him, ye 
may confidently build upon him, 'ye may 
ſafely venture all your temporal and eter 
nal concernments upon this foundation; he 
15 the true /rock, upon which whoſoever 
builds his houſe ſhall ſtand, though the rain 
deſcend, and the floods come, andthe windes 
blow and beat-pon it. It is the ſtrength, ſta- 
bility and lhe of Chriſt eſpecially, that 
gives him the denomination of a ſtone heer; 
as in the verſe immediately following the 
Text ; Wherefore it is contained in the 
Scripture, behold I lay in Sioz a chief cor 
ner ſtone, &c. And he that beleeveth on him 


ſhall not be confounded, 1 Pet. 2.6. 


As the gates of Hell cannot prevail a- 
gainſt the Charch, becauſe3t is founded upon 
a Rock,, Math. 16. 18. no more ſhall the 
gates of Hell prevail azainſt the particulec 
foule, that is regularly built upon this ſtone, 

| thi; 


[8 3 
this ſolid and ſure foundation ; and thus 
=_ have an account of the ſecond rhin 
how Chriſt is a ſtone : come we now to {ee 
what entertainment he finds, how it fared 
with him, which is the third thing pro- 
pounded. wy 
. 3. Theentertainment of this tone, The 
Text tels you be was diſallowed, the Etig- 
liſh expreſſion (in our tranſlation) is tos 
modeſt. It is in the language that the Apo- 
ffle wrote «mdidiximueruiry reprobatis 
(Beza) reprobaverunt (Trem. ) it. wa; nt4 
are f1mple diſſallowing but a dowtr right 
reprobating of him, and- this they did two 
wayes. | 
1. In their words; when they ſtiled him 
8 deciever ; That deceiver, with an empha- 


fis, Sir weremember (ſay the Chief Prietts - 


znd Phariſes unto Pilat ) that, that deceiver 
ſaid, &c. Mat, 27. 63. iter 6 di 
a5 if he had been the greateſt Impoſtor, the 
verieſt cheat, that ever was in the World. 
A man gluttonous and a wine bibber, a friend 
of publicans and finners, Mat. 11. 19. A Sa» 
maritan and onethat bad a Devil, Joh.$.48. 


 ,,  Belzebub the God of flies or prince of Devils, 


Mat. 12. 24. did they not reprobate him 
when they ſaid we will not have this man to 
rele over w ? Latke 19. 14. if this may be 

conſtrued 


[9] 
gonſtcued bue a diflallowing of him, that 
(1 am ſure) was an avowd reprobation, when 


hey put the higheſt raw ur A him, in 
I 


preferring Barrabbas before him, Fobn 18. 


2. They reprobated him by their works, 
you haveſoen the generation among whom 
our Lord Chriftlived; with whom he con» 
vers'd in the daies of his. fleſh, laying tum 
aide as- a conternptible, refuſe ftone, to 
which they wonld not afford any room or 
place in the building : you' may behold 
them now aQually reprobating him, mn 
their ſcourging of hint, crowning him with - 
thorns, nayling him to the Crofle, and 
piercing his fide. -He was not onely a man of 
ſorrows & acquainted with grief (as the Pro- 
phet Hay «. 53: verſ. 3.) but ( as the ſame 
Prophet wy, .) He we wounded for ogr 
tranſgreſſions, p; wes bruiſed for our iniqua- 
ties : had he beet acaſt-away, a perſon re- 
probated of- God, they could not have 
treated him worſe then they did, - when he 
thirſted, thyy gave ham Vinegar tadrink: 
they powered upon him the nemoſt that 
ſpite and malice coald inventwhen the ve- 
ty pangs of death\were upon him, they in- 
flited upon him a ſhamefall, painfull, cur- 
fed death, they crucified him, and they 
C crucihed 


[10] 
enucified him between two thieves, as thg 
greatett and chiefeſt malefattor. 
! . The ApoRle- ſaith of him (in a patheti- 
cal admiration of his humiliation) that he 
humbled himſelfe, and became obedient 
unto death; :evea the death of the Croſs : 
it may be truly (aid of thoſe with whom he 
conyers*d- reprobaverunt ad mortem mortens 
axtens crais they rejeted him to death, the 
death of reprobates, the death that hath /a 
curſe annexed to it, the death of the Croſs, 
they-proſecuted him in their rage and fu- 


ry, till they brought him Japis ad lapidem, - 


intoa grave of tone, and thea rolled a ſtone 
bpon him, and ſo left him. diffallowed (or 
reprobated):with a witneſle, we 


-Bnt- if he werea ſtone; that 1s incapable | 


of diſgrace, utterly unacquainted with ſor- 
row, it is neither ſenſible of what is.ſpoke, 
nar -of what.is done to-it, the tongue that 
caſts it atide with-reproach, - the hand . that 
cuts. and hews it, dothit not affect it any 
thingatall. . _ | | 
Itistrae, a ſtone indeed is inſenſtble, but 
Chriſt was « [iving fone a ſtone endud with 
life and ſenſe, a perſon very tender and ſens 
fible of the wonnds they gave him with 
their tongues; the reproaches, taunts, and 
ſcofs, they caſt upon him, a1d of thoſe 
þ | likewiſe 


"RT 
likewiſe ef. their hands, he-was ſenſible. of 
the farrows - which they 'made: upon his 
back, . the whips, the: thornes, the nayles 
and ſpear, hewas ſenſible of them all;:he 
endured all patiently as/a ſtone, but he felt 
it ſenſibly. as a living -ftone. witneſle two 
thinys. | SIT RI 
1.His paſſionate prayer,F ather if it. be. pof< 
ſible let this cup paſſe from-me, the cap of his 
paſſion, it-was the cup of red wine, the cup: 
of his Fathers diſpleaſure: and this pray- 
er he repeats no leſſe then three tumes;! 
Mat. 26. 44. rhe tY.-\ 
. 2, The apprehenſion he had . of his et 
ſuing fufferings, -which was fo great that it 
calt him intq that agony, in which he ſweat” 
drops 'of blood, Luks 22: 44. wherevy che 
made good this compellation of a.:ftone, 
which -uſe to give orſweat againſt ram or 
forms.” he could not but be fenfible ofthe 
Tempeit when it fell upon him, who''thus: 
{wet in theſenſe of it before it came. and 
thus you (ee (the third thing) what enter-= 
tainment he tound, he was diflallowed”or 
reprobated. 
But by whom was he thns dealt -with'? 


. That 8 the, | 


4- Satnt Peter ſaith (in the Text) ws 
arv.ymy (of men ) of mean me!1 it map: 
| be, 


1 12 = 
be ; 'the multicude who w not the 
worth or valew-of a tone. ay, but they 
were #be builders, they who ſhould know 
what ſtone is fit for every place: ſo our 
Lord Chriſt, Did . you never reade in the 
Scriptures, the ſtone which the bmilders re. 
jefted, the ſame is become the head of the 
corner ? Mat. 21, 42.: and fo Saint Peter, 
This'i is the ftone which was ſet at nought 
of you bnilders, Ads 4. 11.and the builders 
y, unwverſally ; have axy of the ru- 
nr 4 the Phariſes believed on him, 
ons He among them who thought 
© bn. himſelfe Ak chief maſter buil- 


der, that he deſpiſed the reſt as perſons. 


who knew nothing, Caiapbas, was poſi- 
tively, and abſolutely for the reprobating 
of him.: One of them named Caiaphas being 
the br 4 ah that ſame year, rite 3 them, 


nothing at -all, nor conſider that it is 
apes} for us, that one man ( meaning 
ſhould dis for the people, Fobn 11. 


49; 50. Now lay theſe together, 'and you | 


have a ſad account: of the lot that befell 
Chriſt, he was refuſed, (or diffallowed) 
refuſed by 'the builders, by the chiefe of 
them, yea he was not onely diffallowed, 
that is, not afforded to be the head, but 
he wes reprobated, not allowed any room 

in 
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[23] 
irr che building; to be refuſed is not fo 
much, it may be more: hanour {as the 
Tryers may prove) to be refed, then 
approved by them ; but to be refuſed of 
builders, who are preſum'd to be skilfull, 
and by-the chiefe of them, this is much 
indeed. 
Againe, to bedifſallowed, not admitt 
to the chief place, this is not ſomuch, for 
there are other places in the building. jn 
which he might have been ſet with ſomere- 
putation, but to be wholly and abſolutely 
reprobated, not allowed any place bnx to 
be caſt out among the rubbiſh, this is hard= 
ly to be under gone, and yet. this was the 
lot of Chriſt, he was diffallowed noe by 
mehſimply, but by the builders, the ſup- 
poſedly wiſeſt men. and that leads me 
to the 
5. Particuler, the aggration of their fin 
in diffallowing him. | 
1. Becauſe he was @ living ſtone, whs 
hath life in himſelfe, even as the Father 
hath life ia himſelfe. As the Father hath life 
in bimfelfe, ſo bath be gruen to the Sonto have 
life in himſelfe, Fobn 5.26. a living fone, 
who. gives life to all others, all kinds of 
life, temporall, ſpirituall, eternal], the life 
of nature, grace aged In, bim was fe, 
KG 0 


[14] 
Fobn x. 44 notin the Scociniians ſenſe, Quiz 
 Chriftus prims vitam eternan O- celeſtem ari.. 
-nunciavit, & revelavit, ( Smalcit#,) becauſe 
he firſt preached eternall life. or life per 


meto nimam pro Vite eterne clariſſ 1mo nuntio 


(Schlichtingias, )the moſt eminent Preacher {| 


of life; but the meaning of the Text ## 
bim was life is originally radically as in the 
head or.heart, from whence it 1s comms 
nicated to all the metnbers; {o that the re: 
jeting, diſallowing, or refuſing of this li- 
vingfione, is (being interpreted ).the refu- 
ling of life it ſelfe, the choofing- of death 
rather then life, - 
| 2. Becauſe he was choſen of God, the re- 
probating of that which God hath elected, 
1s/an high aggravation of fin : becauſe here- 
by:the fooliſhneffe-of man eExalts it (elfe a- 
oainſ the wiſedom ofthe onely wiſe God, 
Had Chriſt been ſtorie accidentally -or by 
chance afſum'd by men, had he been pro- 
pounded for the advancement or carrving 
on of ſome politick deligne, he might have 
been difatlowed without any eminent ha- 


zard : but when God in infinite wifedome, + | 


and upon mature delibe;ation hath made 
choice of him, as the only proper founda- 
tion of mans happineſſe, he cannot be re- 


FEI by 2, FI adding many 
-  cabits 


-_ 


[x5 | | 
cubits to the ſtature of their tranſgreſſion. 
3. Becauſe be is precious, * that is truly 
and properly: precious, cus exiguum: alte- 
rius magnim exequat, 4 \ittle of which com- 


penſats a great deal in other maters, Chriſt 
| 1s the pearl of price which the wiſe Mer- 


chantman ſels all that he hath to purchaſe, 
Chriſt is ſo precious that Saint Paxl ac 
counted his greateſt priviledges, his choiſ- 
eſt ſervices yea and all things but lofſe and 
dung in compariſon of him Ph. 3. 5, 6,-, 
8. to reje& thereforea thing or perſon ſo 
precious as Chriſt is, is an exceeding high 
aggravation of their fin, he was @ living 
ſtone, choſen of God and precious and yet diſ- 
allowed of men. 

Lay Chriſt then ( to improve this firſt 
general in a few words) the foundation of 
your happineſſe, as he was deſign'd by the 
God of Ro ;. the Apoſtletels you in the 
1. to the Corinth. 3. chap. & 11 verſ; Other 
foundation can no man lay, then that is layed, 
which is Feſus Chriſt, This is the rock upon 
which the wiſe bailder eres his fabrick; 
all others are but ſandy foundations; the 
Houſe that is built upon them,the expetta- 
tion that men raiſe from them, muſt fall in 
the. day -of 'the rain or tempeſt, As for jn- 


ſtance, 
: I. They 


TD | 
_ OS... ed) 
$5 NE 


©» #4 They who build upon the bare name 


of Chriſhanity. There 4s a vaſt difference Þ. 
between nomunals and reals 5 names will 


never paſſe ui the account of Heaven for 
things: The Church of Sardrs had a faire 
name {| a name that ſpe-lived | but this did 
not; advantage her any thing, becauſe | 6 
was dead | _ Safe: >: 

2 They who build npon the ſhoulders 
of their religious ogemtors, the Grand- 

ther Loig; and the Mother Evmce. It is an 
happinefſe- roo great. for Parents to entail 
their graces together with their eſtates up« 
on their ' children; all the holinefſe they 


derivets them, is a federal fiolineſle only ; 


a leprous Father begets a leprous child; 
the Father takes a potion, and is hezled of 
his leproſy, but if the child uſenot that re- 
- medy, bt dies in his uneleannefle; if you 
refle& upon the children of many holy men 
in Scripture, you may behold Adams Cain, 
Abrahams Iſmael, Tſaacks Eſau, Davids Am< 
yon. & Abſolom, Agrons Nadab & Abibn, 
Ekties Hophni 8 Phineas : £00 many chils 
dren arelijke Manafles; | 
| Hoe wno patris ſpeGaculum 

£06 ejus imaginem reddidi ex contrario. 
SH __ ,"._. (Ewmani Theſavr. 

3 They who expe& the end _—_ 

LE '2 


8 
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C42. SOS” 
|- cliemeans; 'whobuild updirtheir predeſſis 


I nation. There isa predeftination to works ' 


»29 well as rolife.) For we are hisworkman- 
ſkip" created in Chriſt Jeſits _— 
-wourks, which Goz hath before ordained that 
-neſboeld walkan them, Epheſc2: 10. 
. 4 They. whorely upon poar,' weak, lan- 

"gaiſhing meentiohs, i that." never riped into 
"ation; rhe Poet: derides- thoſe whoſe m- 
\tentions were alwayes blofſoming,” butne- 
iver brought forth any rips fruit, cras te 
-vi8torum, &e, good 'intetitions 'fortifyed, 
with pious reſolutions doe fairly mtroguce 
one into thepaths of virtue, but thebeſt 
inteations without ation will never bring 
him cohis Joirneys end. The Jewes (Fbe- | 
Jeeve) intended as they faid, when they de- . 
fired the Prophet to pray for them, and 
{fay they) according to all that the Lord our 
God ſhall. ſay, ſoideclzre nnto'us,.a0d we will 
de i, Jeremiah '4.2. 20. a1) yer he tels 
them they-difſembled in theirhedrts, when 
they ſerit him unto the Lordy becauſe(ſaith 
[ he) T have declared it to you, but” ye bavenot 
bbeyed the voyce of the Lord, non any thing for 
which he bath ſent me nnto youwer\.21. | 
mtentions-arelike the Angel that went be-« 
fore Toby to Rages ; but the non execuionl 


| ofchem, is like the dog chic followed after 


hinz; , 
D 5. They 
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[18] 
...5 They who build upon their civil he 

nefty, or negative goodnefle; they doe nd 
man wrong ; they are not this or that ; thy 
Scribes and Phariſes, were ( without con. 
troverſy). unblameable in their converſati 
on towards men; and it is not to be queſti 
on'd but. that the Phariſeſpake truth, whe 
| aid God Fthank thee, that T am not as oth 
men are, extortioners, unjuſt, adulterers, Tfaſi 
twice in the weeke, TI give tithes of all that 
poſſeſſe, Luke 18. 13, 12. and yet our Lord 
Chriſt aith,except your righteouſneſſe ex- 
...ceed the righteouſneſſe of the Scribes and 
Phariſes, ye ſhall in no caſeenter into the 
Kingdom ofheaven, Mat 5. 20. 

6 They who build upon their religious 
performances, their own + mrs 
Chrift became-aftone of offence to the 
Jews, when they would be ſaved by the 
works of the Law. Rom.g, 31,32. and Saint 


Paul faith,” Chrift zs become of none effe into 


you, whoſoever of you, are juſtified by the Law; 
ye are fallen from grace. Galat. 5. 4. 

We may ſafely fay of all theſe, as Chriſtſ | 
did tc his Diſciples (when they ſhew'd him], 
the fabrick of the material Temple )there 
ſhall not be left one flone npon anotþer, that ſhal 
not be throwen down. Mark.13.2. 

2 Take heed of difalowingor rejeting' 
- Chriſt, Bezz (upon the T.) faith — _- | 

| : bodie: 


C19] =4 
bodie vita & moribus reprobamus, Men may 


and doe at this. day rejet Chrift by be 


.. vitious lives, andevil manners; they re; 
or reprobate him in general. who are diſo- 


bedient to.theword. A flone of frnbling 


'and a rock of offence,even to them which ftu 
*j  * - - 
at the word,being diſobedient, 1 Pet.2.8. they 


more particularly, who refuſe, negle& os 
deſpiſe his, ordinances ;. the reje&ing of 
them, is the rejeRing of Chriſtin his wiſe- 
domeand faithfulnefſe. 8 
Every man that lives ina known fin, pre- 


| fers Barabbas before him, 


It is this, and this only, that renders it a 


thing perfe&tly reaſonable that the ſuffer- 


ings of finners ſhould be eternal,jin the place 


of torment, becauſe by rejefting Chriſt 
- they. contemn that immortal and eternal 


life, which God puts into their hands, and 


., hpon which they might lay hold, by em- 


bracing and entertaining him. Is there any 


, thing more rational and equal then this,that 


when God ers life and death beforemen , 
immortal life by entertaining Chriſt, and 


©, eternal death by rejefting him, chey who 
* , chooſedeath, ſhould have their portion or 


partin it ? Take heed leaſt while you ac- 
knowledge (as you cannot but doe the rea- 
ſonableneſſe of this, you doe not (as the 


' Jews did) condemn your ſelyes in a #hir P 
D 2 


Perſon 


A [20]. 
Perſon. Mat.21.41. and ſoI paſſe fromthis 
to the ſecond general... © | 

"2 The ſuperſtrifure or fabrick, that is 
built upon this foundation. ye alſo as lively 
ftones are built up 'a' ſpiritual houſe, ver. 5. 
In which there are three things conlidera- 
ble; the materials, edifice, andthe manner 
how it becometh ſuch. 8 


"x Thematetials are 1. in general [ ye ] 


'2. more particularly {1zvely ſtones | If you 
would know, | | 

+ Who theſe | ye ] are, you muſt have 
recourſe to the beginning of this Epiſtle ; 
in the firſt and ſecond verſes of the firſt 
chapter,-they are deſcrib'd by two names, 
ſtrangers and eleG. 

1 Strangers :” advenis, inquilinis ; in ſolos 
Fulgos competit, It appertaynes To the Jews 
only ( faith Maſter Calvin mipon the place) 
whoare here calledftrangers, not as the be- 
leevers are afterwards, I beſeech you as ftrai- 


fers and. pilgrims abſtain from fldbly lufts, 


1 Pet, 2.11. becauſe heavenis their Coun» . 


trey, and they are heer from home ; but 
becaufe they 'were caſt out from that Land 
(the Land of Canaan Y which was peculier- 
Iy thars;' aid were now diſpers'd and 
ſattered through Ponirs, Galatia, Cappa- 
aca, etc. Or, : | 


| Advenis, ftrangers 1, E; 315 qui ex perti= 


liſmo 
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[12]. 


| hl mo in rem publicam populi Dei tranſierant. 


Gualt..) who were tranſplanted from gen-, 
tilifme into. the Society of Gods people. 1 
undertake 'tiot to umpire between Catvir 
and Gualter whether they were: Jews or 
Gentiles ; but rake that which they both: - 
agree in, the | ye ] heer, the materials of: 
this ſpipitital houfe to be Chrifians ; that 
is, perſons made proſelites rorhefaith and? 
profeſſion of Chriſt, whether from the rents 
of ,Judaiſme or gentiliſme, 1t matters not. 
the [' ye are Chriſtians, they the materials 
of this ſpirittial, houſe ; but not all we hops 
(will ſome ſay ) for the Apoſthe ftiles them. 

2 Ele. Wheiice they infer, -that none 
ought to be accounted members of the 
Church, ("the materials of this' ſpiricual 
houſe) bur the eleF only. 


\- The def jy theirſenſe, are (1acknows 


leds) the. ſofe Members of the invilible 
Church, but 'alf chat profeſſe the name of 


| Chriſt; may,and ought to be reputed mem+ 


bers of the vigble Church. 'This Saint Pax! 
hath put wholy our of controverſy by tel- 
ling us, that'7# 2 great boxſe, there are, 198 
oply veſſels of gold and of ſilver, but alſo of 


wood, and df earth and ſome to honor, and 


. ſome to diſhonor, 2 Tim. 2. 20. 


And for the ele& (in Saint Peters Text) 
the great Patrons of abſolute and irreſpe- 
D 3 ave 


/ 


v7 .* Tz 


| [22] 


' tive ele&tion, underſtand them either of | 


general eleQion to Chriſtianity ; elefis j, e. 


defece bominnm ſegregatis, ad meliorem quan-" 


dam ſortem, ( Aret. ) ele. that .is ſeparated 


fromthe dregs and vap of mankind, to a 


better lotand portion in Chriſtianity, 

Or (at-moſt) elet.in the judgment of 
hariry, ſo. Calpin, Gods cleftion being a 
ſecret laid up in his own boſom, which can- 
not be known, but by the finguler and eſpe- 
cial revelation of the holy ohoſt queri poteſt 
unde hoc compertum babuerit. .|t. may be de- 
manded how the Apoſtle knew that theſe 


= 


Perſons were eleft ? and his anſwer is, we | 


may not anxiouſly enquire concerning the 
election of our Brethren, but make our 
judgment of it from. their. vocation, w# pro 
elefiis babeantur, quicunque per fidem, in..ec- 


clefiam ſunt c2aptati : that they ſhould. be - 


deem'd eleit who are. joyned unto the 
Church by faith : eſt enim bo! charitaizs, non 
fide; judicium ; the utmoſt judgment that ive 
.can make in this-caſe being of charity only, 
and not aſſurance : and he ſums uphis refo- 
lution in theſe words, quatenus ergo pre fe 
ferebant ſe Dei ſpiritu regenitos, in elefis Dei 
?þſos tumerat.For as much therefore as they 
profes'd themſelves regenerate by the holy 
ghoſt, he reckons them among the elect. 
This fecond title then ele doth not (even 
in 


Ff 


» Aa 7 


[fay ourinterpretation of [ye 


[23 
in the judgment of theſe men ) oppoſe Or gain» | 

| by Chrifti- 
ans; all chat profeſſe' the faith 'of Chriſt. 
And thus you ſee in' general-who-arethe 


| materials of this houſe | ye | Chriſtians. 


_ 2” More particulerly lzvely ( op living 
ſones) «s Aivo pr. Chriſtians are here 
called living ftones (waving ſome other re- 
ſpefts) by way of antithefis(or-oppoſttion) 
eſpecially, to thoſe inanimate ( or dead) 
ſtones, that were the matecials.ot the Jew- 
iſh Temple. Living ftoneszi, e, ſuch as have 
a principle of life and motion in themſelves. 
And they are therfore ſaid inthe preceding 


| verſe to come unto the foundation. (to 


. 


whom coming.) 


oY No 00 8 © "WOT 00 49,1. .S AS QA T7,80,4.50 


The ſtones in the material Temple were 
not ative (they \didnot offer themſelves, 
or come unto the foundation.) but meecrly 


* paſſive, they were brought and layed upon - 


it; but heer the ſtones are aftive,and come; 
and accordingly the Apoſtle beſpeaks them 
as living flones onaSogdios not only elifi- 
eati (as Beza) whom our tranſlation fol- 
lows) bmilt; but edifice mini (as Tremel.and 
the Margin in our Bibles,) be ye bvil; which 
cleerly implies not a little aRtivity iu Chri- 
ſtians, in building up themſelves. » kf. 

No doGrine hath ever ſhed a more ma- 
lignant influence upon religion, or calt the 
Profeſlors, 


 fianis plenum trnnla fato, ag3;; he was the. 
morecarelef{e 1zthe things of rehgivn,g be- |} 


[24] 
Profeſſors of itghato ſo deep xſleep, as that: 1 


which with an'opeh face and-dire&ly, orby- 
conſequence and:Witha-glance-of its.eye,afs;; 


' cribes- theryhole-work of our falvation-(o/. 


to Gad, as ito dehy man-any attivity in.the 
condutt or promoting of it; :For,they who 


. are excited with,the greatgſt earnetineſſe to .! 
build up them{(e}ves, arg yet too-prone tors 


lye (ll tn cheduſt; buc when men perſwade- 
themſelves, (anaretanght bp others to bes 
leeve) that thay. canzor conteibute any! 


. thing \comards #lic- building up of cheme'! 


ſelves, they: mnſtuuavoidably remainrivers : 
edt6; or roxediatthe earth, without any 

endeavour of \comag to. the- forrudationy / 
making any application of. thaniſelves to: 
Chriſt. As Spetomns gberyes of Tiberits, 
religtonum neeligentiorems fhiſſe ggwippe perſra=* 


canfe he was fuifof this pecſwaton, that all 
things are.guided by fate z to-prevent this :,! 
the Apoſtie tels' Chriltia's, -that they are-. 
living ſtones; tn which exprefſiqn 25 the pri»: 
viledces of Chriftiqas are couch'd, ſo their 
duty 15 implyed; for, as living flmmes your: 
have a: principſe of reaſpn and-underftands- 
ing to judge of thefoundation,.' whether jt/: 
be-a:rock or:ſand;.as living ftenes yau ate 
eadied-with wils, to make choice of the 
rock 


[25]. 
rector fands;as your fontddatiof, ro elmo 
ornat to:come to,'to bmild; or not tg build-1 
upontheliving one;Chrilts And thus you; 
have an aceount of the 1:partiewter the mas i 
terials of this houſe [ye] and ye 35 lrving.”: 
ſtques..thewenr thing to be contidered, is; 
-2'The zdifice, i ſpirituubbouſe.: 21 (ty 
3 An Hſe Thus: the «Church is fres'7 
queathy ikeadln Seriprure: that;thew Mozeſt-\ 
know how thou oughteſt to behave tby ſulfe-it5: 
ther llaufer of Got, which; 15tht Glnereb of the 
lzungs Gil, 4 Tins, 4. 15:46 tleb, 8.4; 6.57 
aled Mes verily nas faitbfidiion ab} bighow/a- 
_ Cep—ns pat Chriſt 'as @ $So2.0ver big ores 
b:uſe, w boſe A are we, the Churgins: - 
cakrk a bonſi; eichev metonymiically, az the 
honſess pirtorthe family that inhabit If, as ' 


\Gen: 7. 4. :au4tht Lordſaidqito. Nvah, cont2 


thee andrall-vby haut into the Arks* And mow- 


| Sr. Jacob, (Get-30. 30.) when ſhall T-pro- 


ide. jor mine owwhouſe alſo ? ax an bouſe by: 
_ of allation principally to the Temples! 
ax.u1to-any other houte, 

A- (paritieall boſe, That is, aiatepdive 
rical y,and allufively,to all inteats ad purs: 
poſes inſpirithat thiags;that:which an houſe 
is intemporal. .Pheeftate of Chriſtians (45) 
they are 11-Society) 1s fer forth £0 us 18; 
Scrptare:, tin divers and findry/teems; - 
Fes of 2 flock, ye are bus flack-free:; 
queutly 


£363}. 
quently in the Plalms; ſometimes of huſe 
bandry, ye are Gods busbandry, 'x Cor. 3.9. 
ſometimes of a building, ye-are:Gods buzld- 
ng, 10Cor. 3.9. and ſo in the Text, 2 ſpi- 
ritual bowſe. : . | | 5 
In this ſpiritzal houſe. ( without offering 


violence to theallegory) thereare (as in e- 
-. very welbuilt material houſe) -3. Things e- 
ſpecially requiſit ;.ſymetry, decor, and di- 


ton. | Wy 
- 43. Symetry, This in a material building 
© I5the convenienceor proportion. that run- 


- neth between the parts and the whole; and: | 


this' reconciles thoſe ſeemingly oppolite 
things, «niformity and variety.” - D 
© Uniformityis (oO neceflary ( if not to.the 
beeing, yet ) t9 the well or comely beeing 


E ,ofany houſe, that without this, it is but a 
confuſed heap; yet it is not to be imagined. 


that the moſt uniform building ſhould not 
admit of variety ; for, Art muſt be acknow- 
ledged inits higheſt pefeAion, when it may 
be redue'd to ſome natural principle. (the 
moſt jadicious Artiſts: being but che mi- 
miques of nature. ) 
- © Now the natural fabrick of Mans body is 
(vecording to the ſaying of Protagoras ) mn 
emivley yengary wrror the proto- 
-- typeofallexatt ſymetry; no ftrufturecan 
 . be (poſſibly ) more imiform then _ bo- 
| | . ies, 


| [27 ] 
dies, in the whole figuration of them, each 
fide agreeing- with the other, both in che: 
mmber, the quality, and inthe meaſure of 
the. parts: "and yet thereis great variety: 
and diverſity ; for, ſome areround as rhe 
armes, other-flat as the hands ; ſome 'pro- 
minent,and fome more retired; thus inthe 
ritual bowſe (the Chireh) though there 
: great virrety : (ome learned, bther uns 
learned ; ſonie rich, other poor,ſome noble- 
and hononrable;other meat ahd vile 5 ſome 
ſtrong men, '6ther babes itt Chriſt ; ſome 


Fathers, other childreri. -  - © p 
-_ Oras; thongh in an houſe there bexeel- 
ter, pantry, kitchin; and other 'roonis' of 
meaner vince, as well as a'parlotr, bed- 
chamber; and'cloſet: and preat vanety be- 
tween theſe infreſpett of form, height and 
latitude; yet/becanfe theres aconvenience 
and proportion ranning between the« parts 
- 2d the whole; this ſatibfies' for the divers 
 fity, and reconciles it (by theforce of pro- . 
portion )to that regalarity or ſymetry that 
ought to-be inthe building, So in the-fpi- 
rittral houſe (the Church)thoughthe mem- 
bers be various, yet" they may be correſ- 
pondent, if the convenijenty or propor tion 
(in which fymietry confiſts) be held :. and it 
muſt neceſſarily be with that Church, in | 
which this ff metry is found, as they _ 

| the 


[28] | 


the waterial Church of Santa Ginſtina uw 


- Padova(though the materials be but ordina-' 


ry ſtone, without any garniſhment-of ſculp- 
ture) yet it 'raviſheth tbe bebolders eye, by a: 


ſecret barmony inthe proportion. 


2 Decor. This(1n.a material houſe)con-. 


” 
- * 


fits the keeping of a due reſpeberween, 
the habitation andithe Inbabitant,. It was the, 


ſaying-of a greatArtiſt (Palladzs,)-that nor 


fabtick is to be.regulated by any certgin di- 
mentions, but by the dignity only.of' the 
Maſter. The Gentiles having reſpet to this 
were. profuſely liberal in adorning their 
Temples (witnefle that of Ceres Eleufine at 
Epheſus.) upon. perſwaſion that their Gods 
dwelt in them; and the God of heaveu 
(though he doe notgwel 1n;Pemples made 
with: bands 25 Sains Pard-tels the Men of 
Athens, A&s. 17,124; ) yet ( becaule-the 
Temple at :Fergalem was dedicated to his 
workhip,and-appropriated to-himm) he com+ 
plains (by theProphet Hzggai,) forwant of 
this decor, the notkeepingadue reſpec be» 


tween thehabitation aud himſelf the Inha- © 


bitant; Is 3t time for you, oþ ye, to dwell in 
Jour cealed. bowſes, and this bouſe-lye waſt £ 
Hag.1.4-Ithe ſpiritual houſe, (the Church ) 
im which God hath ſaid he will dwell for e- 
yer, the decoris holineſſe : the Inhabitant is 
holy, and therefore the habitation ſhould 
beſo. | It 
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[29] 


it js trne of the ſpiritual houſe, that Da- 


YMAfpeaks the material Temple, Holineſs 
tbecometh thine honſe oh Lord for ever, Pfal. 93. 


and npon the account of his own holinefle, 
God requires this due reſpeR. It is written 


be ye boly, for 1 ambol. 1 Per. 1. 16. and 
Saint Paw urgeth it likewife upon the ſame 


account. Know ye not that ye are the Temple of 


God,and that the ſpirit of God dwelleth in you? 
if any Man defile the Temple of God, him ſhall 


| God deſtroy : for the Temple of God is holy, 


which Temple ye are, 1 Cor. 3. 16,17. 

3 Diſtribution. The defigning of allthe 
rooms to. their ſeveral and refpetive offi- 
ces. In the ſpiritual houſe likewiſe, there 
muſt be (ach a diftribution. Thus the Apo- 
tle, and be, gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Pro- 
phets, and ſom; Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors, 
and Teachers, Epheſ. 4.11. and more ex- 
preſly, 1 Cor: 12. 28. God hath ſet ſome in 
the Church, firſt Apoſtles, fecondarily Prophets, 
thirdly Teachery, &c. for. as ( In material 
buildings )- ſome ſtones doe well within 
dores, that would not ferve without, to 
bear 'our weathef : and' others doe better 
without then rhey would doe within : (6 
ſome Chriſtians are more for uſe, and lefle 
for ornament ;- others” more” for ornament 
aud lefle foruſe : as therefore God ( in his 


 wiſedome ) hath delign'd and appointed 


men, 
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men, ſo they pught to keep their ſtation, t9 
continue in that calling or place which ye 
Mr. Bzilder hath diſtributed to them : and{ 
thus you havean account of the 24. thing; 
the ſyperſtruQture a ſpiritual houſe. 

3 The manner how Chriſtians become 
ſuch an houſe : and that is, by being built up 
or building. up themſelves : ſo (if this Text 
doenot beareit) Saint Fe ſaith expreſly 
But ye beloved, building up your ſelves on your 
moſt holy faith, verſ. 20. for ( though it be 
ſtrange, yet) it is. true, we are both ſtores, 
and bxalders ; tobe built, and to, build up 
our (elves. S$tones,m reſpet of them whom 
God hath ſet over us, to ſquare and frame 
; 115; and bxilders in reſpect of qur ſelves firſt, 

and then-of thoſe who are 'committed to} 
us, either by the obligation of diffy or cha- 
rity; every one being tobuild yp thoſe that 
arecommitted to his charge, into an houſe 
for God to dwell in. 

In reſpe& of. qur ſelves we are to build 
God an Oratory, in reſpe& of, our parti- 
culer Families, we are to build him a 
Chappel: and if we have a larger circuit 

if we be ſet 1n publick place) weare to 
aild him a Church. 
_ This expreſſion. of being buzlt zeþ. ( or 
building up our ſelves ) implies 2. things. - 

1 -Fo what end, or upon what terms or: 

conditi- 


| 
|* conditions we ought to come unto Chrilt ; 


- may be built up on him 3't0 whom connng, 


(31) 
nempe ut in ipſo fundemut (Calvin) that: We 


&c. ye are built up, &c, though Chriſt the 
living ftone, be a moſt ſure and tried foun- 
dation, a rock, ' and a rock of ages, yet he 
will bear no more, then God hath defign'd 
himas a forindation to bear. b 
It is a maxime of ( the great Archite& 
Vitruvius, fundationes fodiantur fi queznt in. 
veniri ad ſolidum & in ſolido, let the foun- 


dation be laid if it may be upon a ſolid ruck: 


by which words, he commendsto us (faith 
a learned Engliſh Commentator) not only 
a diligent,” but even a jealous examination, 
what the foundation w1ll bear. 

Though there be no other foundation 
but Chriſt,” and though this foundation be 
infinitly ſufficient to beat the utmoſt weight 
that cat regularly be laid on it; yet this 
foundation would fink under the burden of the 
leaſt known fin, unrepented of. They there- 
fore-that come to him, (i. e.) who expect 
ſalvation by him) upon any other terms or 
condition,then being built up by obedience 


; and conformity to him, by increaſing in vir- 


tue and good works, inſtead of founding, 

doe but confound their own happineſle. 
- 2dly, This expreſlion of building up our 
ſelves (or beg built up) implies that uni- 
: on 
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- 6iinaffeftion;that whld beberweenthote \|_ 


>Who are membe}s of theſame Church: An 
houſe builtup,though che marenals before 
he. buildiag (timber, ftones;umarter and 
-the reſt) were wtivers and fungry, . yet ave 
_ _2alt4v united that:they become ane, So in 
.the fpiritial houſe, -chough every particu- 
ler Chriſtian bean hoaſe (ot Temple) for 
thetioly Ghott to-dwell m,. yet by being 
. buile up all are nnitedinto-:one Baſilicon, or 
Pricey fabrick.') one ht 4 ho 
..» An Ialien Architeft Leon” Batifta Ab 
bens) is forurions1n the point of union in 
«material fabrick, that he witheth that at! 
the timber ſhould be carourt ! of the {ame 
forreſt, arid all the ftones dig'd ont of the 
ſame quarry. This might not (probably) 
conduce more to the uinonot the honle, 
their if thetumber and {tones werecut and 
dizg?d-one of divers forrefts, and quartyes. 
Bat (ſire lam) it condaceth nor a little t9 
theunion of the ſpirirua] howſe, that the 
timber and {tones be cut and hewen out of 
the ſame forreft and pit. For, when” one 
faith Tam of Panl, and' another. T am of A- 


| © polſos, and a third Tam of Cephas, this gen- * 
hv ltcife and diviſion, as the A- | 


poſthe, 1 Cor. 3. 3, 4. 
- There.aretwo things that tend much to 


the preſervation of this union, 


Y 


i A ſpi- 


[33] 


1 - 1: -A Spirit-of Contentation, - with 


that eſtate and condition in which God 
hath plac'd: every Member of the Chureh, 
For, as it tends to Schiſm in the natu- 
ral body, if the foot ſhall envy the hand, 
or the ear theeye, or any of the. members 
the head. If the :foot ſhall ay, . why. 
ſhould I bear the burthen of 'the whole, 
and not be ſupported as well as the head 
is? orthe handſay, why ſhould I be em- 
ployed as the inftrament _ of ation , 
and nor partake with the eye, in its more 
honourable and eaſy - imployment. of 
ſpeculation? So in the ſpiritual body, if 
one member emulate or envy: another; 
the Subje& the Prince, - the Presbyter 
the Biſhop, it muſt neceſſarily cauſe a 
cleft or ſchiſm in the building, which 
may. ruin the whole. For, as in material 


buildings, all openings are weaknings ; 
and . therefore skilful builders adviſe 
that dores: and windows be as few in 
number, and as moderate in dimenſion 


1 4s may be: A ſpirit of contentation 


therefore is of a primary neceſlity to the 


_ | preſervation: of. union. 


2. 'A Mutual Communication of. par- 


| ticular faculties for the good of the whole, 
| For, as'the foor in the natural body can 6. 
F | F refule 


[ 34 

refuſe to walk, the 74 ] to work, or the 
eye to ſee, without the apparent prejus 
dice of the whole. No more can any 
member -in-the ſpiritual fabrick, with- 
hold his particular ability from the reſt, 
. without their detriment, and fuffering 
loſſe by it. As when the members in che} 
fable con{pired to withhold novunſhment 
from the belly, they conſpired bat their 
ewn ruine ih weakning it. And as they 
obſerve in Archice&ure, it is a notorious 
folceciſm ro weaken that part,which muſt 
Arengrhen all the reſt, But when every 
member communicates its particular fa- 
cuity (thefeet walk, the hands work, the 
eyes fee, the car hears, the tongue 
ſpeaks) this tends to the union of the 
whole, with the advantage-of welfare} 
to. the particuſar members. And thus 
I have conſidered the Chriſtian Church 
as a ſpiritual houſe. Whence this infe- 
rence naturally may be drawn, wiz. 

- There is # Maſter of this houſe , - by 
whom the family ought to be ruled and 
Governed, | 

It was an equitable and natural law, 
that' King Ahaſuerw made ' (upon his 
Queen Vaſhti”s diſobedience) That every 
Aa) (ould bear Rule in-bis vwn boy > 
$1751 eſter, 


Heſter 1. ult, It is much more reaſonable, 
thar God (the Maſter of this Spiritual 
Houſe) ſhould bear Rule in it. Qur ve- 
1y being in Gods houſe, doth necefia- 


rily oblige us to Subje&ion and Obedi- 


ence to: him. When the Holy Gheſt 
faith, ſuch or ſuch perſons were in 
ſuch, or ſich an houſe, he intends fub- 
je&ion by it, Numb.30. 3. ut. Thus when 
the Iſraclites are ſaid to be in Pharoabs 
tiouſe, the meaning is, they were ſubje& 
to him, Did Tplainly appear unto the houſe 
of thy Father, when they were in Egypt in 


. Pharaohs houſe ? 1 Sam. 2. 27. Let us 


therefore give up our ſelves conſciona- 
bly and fincerely to the Government of 
our great Lord and Maſter. 
." In things fundamental and effential 
to be believed and praftiſed, we are to 
receive our dire&ion from his lips only, 
as he ſpake by the mouths or pens of 
thoſe holy men, Prophets, and Apoſtles, 
who were inſpir'd by the Holy Ghoft: 
Thus the Apoftle expreſly, Though we, or 
an Angel from Heaven, Preach any other 
Goſpel unto you, then that which we have 
Preached unto you, let him be accurſed. As 
we ſaid before, ſo ſay Inow again, if any 
man Preach any other Goſpel unto you, =_ 
2 that 
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that ye bave received, let him be accurſed, 
Gal. 1. $, 9. where you have the Divine 
inviolable authority of the holy Serip- 
ture aſſerted; and a very dreadful ſen» 
tence thundred againſt any. perſon ( of 
what' rank or quality foeyer) that ſhall 
prelume to innovate, or introduce any 


Do&rine contrary to: the Do&rine. of 


thole holy ' Men, who ſpake as they were 
inſpir*d by the Holy Ghoſt. 
hough we, 1. e. Paul himſelf, and the 


Breciren that were- with him, {in whoſe 


name he'falutes theChurches of Galatia, 


ver. 2.) or though we, i.e. (as Vincent. Li- 


rinens.) ettamſi Petrus, etiamfi Andreas, 
etiamſi foannes, etiamſi omnis Apoſtolorum 
_ chorus Evangelizet vobis preterquam quod 
Evangelizavimus Anathema, fit (1.1. c. 12, 
preſcript. adverſ. profan. bereſmm novita= 
tes) Though Peter, Andrew, John, though 
the whole company of - the Apoſtles, 
ſhould Preach to-you any other Goſpel, 
then that which we have preached, ler 
him be Anathema. Tremenda diftrifiio, a 
dreadful ſentence (faith he) yet parum ft, 
this is but little in reſpe& of that which 
followes, Though an Angel from Heaven 


ſhould:Preach any other Goſpel-nnto you, let ' 


bim'be accurſed. Audite populi, tribus, 
& Ex lnguz, 


> 
_ . 
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lingnz, viri, mulieres,:pneri, (enes, to- 
ta gens Chriſtianorum Sana (as Damaſ;. 
Orat. 2. de imagin. } give ear, O ye 
people,. tribes and tongues, men, wo- 
men, children, atl the holy company 
that is called Chriſtians in all the world, 
Licet. Angelus, Iicet Rex Evangelizet vobis 

\ter id quod accepiiiis, aures occludite. 

hough a King or Angel Preach. any 
other Goſpel'ro you, then that ye have 
received, you are to ſtop your cars, and 
be as deaf unto his Do&rine. 

But here you muſt take heed of wreſt- 
ing, or miſunderſtanding the Apoſtles 
wee 3' (preter id, or preterquam _ quod, 
then that which we have preached) for, 
this doth not confine the diſpenliers of 
the word, to a ſtrit obſervation of 
thoſe "expreſſions and ſyllables only in 
their  Adminiftration, which the.Apo- 


- ftles uſed ;.. they may (notwithſtanding 


this commination)) uſe expreſſions of 
thetr dwn, . (or borrow them from other 
profeſtions) in'explicating, illuftrating, 
or confirmingthe Truths of the Scripture. 
But the Apoſtles | way 4} is either 
to be interpreted contra (contrary to) 
as it" is frequently uſed. met $vw (1n 
Ariſtot.) preter, 1, e. contra naturant 
F 3 & 


—— 
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& Tees riuey, preter, 1c. contra legem (be« 
fide, that is, contrary to nature. And be- 
fide the Law, that is contrary to it. Thus 
the prepofition preter is uſed likewiſe by 
Terence ( in Andria) preter civinm morem 
atque legem, belide, (that is contrary to) 
the Law and Cuſtom of Citizens. So 
St. Auguſt. explicates this Text. Non ait 
pluſquam accepiſtis , ſed preterquam quod 
eccepiſtis (Tra#..99. in Joan.” he ſaith not 
more than you received, but other then, 
or beſide that which you have received : 
for ( ſaith the Father) had he ſaid, more 
ther you received, he had prejudiced him- 
ſelf, who defired earneſtly to ſee the 
facesof his Theſſalonians, That be might 
perfedt that, which was lacking in their 
faith, 1Thel. 3. 10. 

Or ey 3 (other then that which 
yon have received) quicquid Evangetlio 


girifiad ſalutem neceſarium additur ( Pare.) + 


whatſoever is added to the Goſpel, as ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation. I faid therefore we 
are to receive onr direction from the 
Lips of God only in things Eſextial and 
Fundanental. Y | 
* A fundamental (in general) is that up« 
on Which other things are built. Funda« 
mentalls in Religion, are thoſe primi- 
oF tive 


ws a mw _ wa ws % << = 8" av 


4 oa oc. | A@l [ _ ww 


—_ pon——_—_— ww = 


Y IQ F a ww vw YT WS 6-+*Sv 


tive truths, without che knowledge of 
which we can neithey belicye aright, 
nor yield that obedience which we owe 
to God, Inthele ( Ifay) we are tg der 
depend upon God only tor direFion,to 
hear no Yoice but his, far (as they ob» 
ſerve in ArchiteQure) the yielding of 2 
ſtone. in the lower pare of a Fabrxick, but 
an -hairs- breadth, wilt make a cleft of 
more then-half a foot aloft, So impor» 
tant are fundamental errors. "4 

A ſmall error in the beginning, and 
foundation of all things, proves in the 
procedure, and end of then a great mif+ 
chief. And therefore God appointed the 
Foundation of the Tabernacle to beof 
maſly peces of ſilver; ingimating there- 
by the (olidity and purity-of the Truth; 
whereupon the Church is founded ; And 
a Robby af our own obſerves, that every 
man in'Tſrgeh, from twenty years old and 
upward, was to give half a ſheke] towards 
theſe foiindation-picces; whereas to 0- 
ther things they were not bound to 4 
ſet ſumme, but every man ta givye- 98 
his heart moved him, which might teach 
them, that to the Fundawentalls of Rex 
ligion they Were all boyd, but in other 
things, each one according to-the gift 
| F 4 given 
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we-'are-to receive directions from the 


great Maſter of the houſe, God only. 


: In things circumſtantial (even in Re» 


Hgion, 'and-the Worſhip of God) it is 
the: maſters: pleaſure, that we ſhould re- | 
ceive diretions in them, from his ftew- 


ards, | b." f 


- The High Steward in this houſe (un- ||, 
der'God) 1s the King (or Higher Powers) / 
{6 


Sntrufted by God with a legiſlative, -and 
coercive (or-conſtraitirig) power. 

*© By the Higher Powers I-intend the per- 
ſon, not the office. And thatby no leſs 


. anthority then St. Pauls, who calls 
x UTtgSy ora) the Higher Powers , 


om. 13. I. at the 3d; verſe” (ayxorla;) 
Rulers.  ' - | 
 Now'this higher, (or higheſt Power) 
is 'a ſingle perſon, or company of -men, 


intruſted with'Soveraign Power over the- | 


people, he, -(or they) being ſubje& only 


 , glven him; gold, = hy or purple,{'c 
or ſcarlet, or fine linnen, or goats hair; |; 
(Lightfoot on Ex0d.30. ) 'So that thus you] it/ 
eemm- things fundamental and eſſential, 


wv .. 


to'the Empire or power of God himſelf, - 
T'fay a fingle perſon, or company of men: - 


ds in 
chick, 


For' though that which comman 
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4 chief, or inwhom the higheſt Power is 
>|] inveſted; -muſt neceſſarily be one: yet 
4 itis not of -neceſſity-that it be one in. or 
J by nature, bur it ſufficeth, if it be one 
4 by inſtitution, ſo that the higheſt Power, 
4 is not appropriated to Kings, or abſolute 
4 Monarchs onely; but in a rightly;con+; 
1 ficured' Arittocracy or Common+wealth, 
1 the Qptimates, Senat, Eſtates,. (or by 
] what other Title.they are Dignified) are 


the higheſt Power: And they, or He, 


1 (the. King) is only ſubje&- to the Em- 


4 pire of God himſelf. For, he is not. can- 
4 not{(in any propriety of ſpeech }be called 
the higheſt Power, but becauſe there 1s 


not; among men, -- any higher-- Power. 


| Super Imperatorem (faith Opratus contra 


Parmenianum' 1; 3;): Non eft nifi 'ſolus Deus 


| quifecit Imperatorem. There is none \n- 
| thn to. the Emperour, but God.only 


who. made the Emperonr. And-ſoTer- 
tullien (ad Scap.) Colimus Imperatorem fic, 
quomodo& nobis licet, & ip; e>pedit, ut ho- 
minem'a' Dea ſecundum, & ſolo Dea mino- 


+} rem.. We ſoreverence the Etnperour, as 


it is meet for | him, and lawfull for us, as 
a man: ſecond unto God, and: inferiour 


| toGod only. You may perceive by this 
| What I mean by the Higher Power 3 but 


fince 
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Snce the good providence of God. hath 
eaſt us tinder (the beſt of Governments)Þ;z- 
Monarchy,l ſhall ſpeakin the enfuing diff 
eourfe concerning the fingle perſon, the 
Kingonly, And 1. hhe 
' 1. He is intruſted by God, with Aus. 7 
thority and Power, nat only in Civilll,.. 
matters, and affairs of State; but i Eo 
clefiaftieall matters, the Afaires of Religion, 
m the Church. There are 3. Argumentsy; 
that evincethis. Jr 
x. St; Paul tells you; Rom. 13.4.: Hello 
# the Miniſter of God to thee for good. (s | 


64 
1 


73 dy«%%) indefinitely, univerſfally.}- 5 
And” explicating himſelf afterward more [Ph 
diftinaly,he tells usthat Kings (and per» ,;; 


fons in eminent, 'or the- higheſt place] 4,1 
& vn4%2535) were inſtituted and appointyf ,, 
ed of God to this ent and purpofe, thay 
we ſhotl4leal a quiet and peaceable life une 
der them, not only in a{l boneſty, but in alk 
Fety, 1 Tim. 2.2. The happineſs'of a 
City, Country, or Kingdom, conkiſts in 
this, #t'Dei fit amans, & amata Deo, That 
it love, and be beloved of God. :Ut illum 
#bi Regem, ſeillius populum agnoſcat. (Aus 
#uft. de Civit. Dei L.5. oc. 14.) That 1t be 
1m {ubjetion to God, whom it hath aver 
it forits King. And the re 
: CCct 
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eel Kings happy. $! ſuam poteſtatem ad Dei 
SRulture Maxime dilatandum, Majeftati ew 
wulam faciant, 1f by promoting his 
prſbip as far as they ca, they ſubje& 
ir power to the Majeſty of God, + 
- Thus the Emperours Theodoſius and Ho- 
Sir (Epiit.ad Marcellinum) tell him, that 
Whey delign'd not any thing in all their 

Wabour of War, and Councells of Peace, 
Nift nt -perum Dei cultum, orbis noſtri plebs 
Jdewta cuftodiat ; That the people devoted 
tw' their ſervice, might follow the right 
Juorſhip of God. *'- - G, 
Theodofuns \ikewiſe(in Ep.ad Cyrillum)Ce- 
rel ſarei et muneris,ut non ſolum pacifice, ſed pie 
el tian!  ſubditi vivant, The Emperour muſt 
FCC T take care that hisSubjeds live under him, 
its] not only peaceably, but pioufly. Thus If- 
at | tr Pelufiota propounds the ſame endto the 
us Prince as to the Prieſt. mu; 7 Snenbor Co- 
alt 14, The Salvation of their Subjefts 3 
4] to which that of Armianus Marcellinus a- 
iy grees fully, Nihil aliud et imperium(nt ſapi- 
ary entes/ definiunt) -nifi cira {alitis aliene. 
Wy (739.)Empireis nothing el{e(in the judg- 
w} ment of wiſe men) but the care of the 
be] Welfare and Salvation of others. - Since 
ws then this is the end which Kings _ to 
| md unto- themſelves, - that their 
he 55, " Subjects 


- 
* 


Subjetts may live under them, not one(jM5! 
hogeſtly, but godly ; it neceſſarily” fo exp! 
lows, that they muſt be intruſted "wich ant ? 
Aithority and Power in EccleſjafticQni ft 
matters. For, the end being admitre pe 
we. muſt admit thoſe things withou Bn; 
which the end cannot-be attain'd. Ang] Yer 
accordingly we find God laying his cony tho! 
mand upon Kings in Scriptire. Wha C0! 
the King fitteth upon the Throne of bis King q#4 
dome, be ſpall write him a Copy of this Law \er\ 
in a book, , out of that which is befare' thi be. 
Priets and the Levites, and it ſhall be with Mn 
bim.and he ſhall read therein,all the dayes'd| \iv! 
bis life, that he may learn to fear the Lord OO 
his God, Deut. 17. 18, 19. anJ Plal. 2. 10; MO 
J1. Be wiſe now therefore O ye Kings ; ſerve] me 
the Lord with fear, andrejoyce with trembling the 
If you will admit St. Augatine to come 2n« 
ment upon this Text, he will tell you Wil 
how Kings: as Kings, ſerve God. © $i inf} in 

regno bong jubeant, mala probibeant, non %Þ 

um quepertinent ad humanam ſocietatemy fu1 
verum etiam que pertinent ad divinam reti« th 
gionen. | (contra . Creſcon. 1.3. c. 51. &' 
when they command thoſe things to bei ©© 
done which are good, and prohibit evilly of 
aTions,notonly-11 things appertaining toi} be 
humane-ſociety, but in things appertain« be 
11 HOY | : ing'y 45 
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ging to Religion. And yet more fully and 
fold expreſly,2uomodo ergo Reges Domino ſervis 
wid ant in timore, nifi ea.que contra juſa Domi- 
cali ni fiunt, religioſa ſeveritate probibendo atque 
.d __ (Ep. ad. Bonifac.) How .do 
wy Kings (erve the Lord in fear, but by a (e- 
vere prohibition, and ' puniſhment of 
( thoſe things which are contrary to the 
ad Command of God? Aliter enim ſervit, 
11 _ ejt, aliter, qua Rexeſt,&c. For he 
Wl lerves the Lord after a different manner as 
$ be isa King, from that in which he ſerves 
ithf him as a Man. He ſerves him as a Man by 
j w_+ faithfully, as a King by enafting 
A Good and Wholſome Laws, for the pro 
4 moting of Virtue and Piety, and puniſh 
vl ment of Vice; So King Hezekias {erved 
nel the Lord, by deſtroying the Idol-Temples 
| and Groves. So Tofu ſerved him-like- 
4 wiſe, Sothe King of Nineveb ſerved him, 
4 in proclaming a Faft to be univerſally 
obſerved for appeafing the divine dilplea- 
1 fare, Kings ſerve God: as Kings, when 
they doe that in order to tae ſervice-of 
JJ God, which unleſs they were Kings they: 
2:1 could not do. And herein is that promiſe 
4 of God to his Church; Thwt Kings ſhould 
xj be her Nirſing Fatbers, and their Queens 
4} ber Nurſing Mothers, made good, 1je+ 
| 49+ 23+ 2dly. That | 


at 1 WA. 
_ -2dly. That Kings are intrufted wich} 
che-atfaics. of Religion appears furrhen| bn 
becauſe St. Pay! tels us, the King is the Mi ve 
witer of God; to execute wrath upon him thath *- 
doth evil, Rom. 13. 4-45 the good-in thi 
former. Argument ; So the evill in thit 
being indifinicely expreſs'd, and" haviny 
, the force of an univerſall, ic muſt com 
3 prehend all evill, even in bu ce mil 
{i 


as. well as Civill things. Thus che wi 
of Kings (Solomon) tells us, A King tha 
fitteth on the Throne of Judgement ſcatta 
eth away all evill with bis eyes, Prov. 20.% 
Thus the people of Iſrae!, engage them P 
felves to Foſhua (the chiefe Magiſtrate)] © 
eccording 4s we hearkened unto Moſes in allf| 
things, (o will we bearken unto thee. Joſh. f 
I. 17. Thus the Fathers argue from thoſe} * 
words of St. Pzul, Rom. 13. 1. Let every] * 
fort be ſubjef unto the Higher Powers. Vf ; 

] 

f 

| 


every fonl, then Ecclefiafticall perſons 
as well as others. x4y iopsus Iris nty "Auhe 
$a& (Theophil.) though he be a -Priefſty 
oran Apoſtle ; and ſo St. Chryſ/oft. thougtt 
an Evangeliſt, though an Apoftle, though 
aProphet, every one ought to be -ſubje&y - 
And Bernard (treading in their ſteps) fi} 
exmis, & veſtra, quis vos excipit db univer( 
zate ? Ep.ad Archiepiſc.)- if every-ſoul 
| -: -oughs 
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trick] vught to "_—_ then yours; for whd 
het; II you frotu the univerſall,; e 
- by > ” 5 -_ 
bat : "Lock will Reaſon admit -that 
perſonſhould be exempted. For, he who 
would be exempted, would either not be 
ing} fabje@ to any humane power atall, or © 
fome other power belides the Supreme. 
He who would not be ſubjectro any, doth 
i thereby unavoidably introduce. a mani- 
that feſt confuſion, of which God 2s not the 4n- 
tar] thor, 1 Cor. 14. 33. 
5&1 - He who would be ſubje& to ſome other 
71 power befides the Supreme, doth as ne- 
= cefſarily introdtce two Superiour powers, 
which 1s 'a thing unnaturall, and incon- 
oſh;,1 fikent. Ez enim-eſt ſumni conditio, at nibil 
oft} «ind adequet, nedum ſaperet (Tertul.) Suck 
erp} is the condition of the Supream power, 
If} that it canmot admit a Superivar .or E- 
»nsf| qual. - By this Argument the primitive 
Fi-j Fathers overthrew the Genriles Poly» 
eſt; theiſme : Becauſe, That which # higheſt can 
oh be but one. | 
gh] '' And as in man, there is one wall, 
aj which commands the. motions; and att 
{1 ons of. every friember.z. fo mrbe Chucky 
there can be but 'one which muft com- 
piand; Which. will be made — 
ts y 
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by refle&ing upon the. effe&s 6f Empire 
oor Government: which are obl1gation: tg 


duty, and compulſion to perform.: - If 


therefore there ſhould be more Superic 
powers then one, their. commands might 
nay one to-another ;- and, ſo. the 
ſubje& left wichouta poſſibility of: yield+ 
ing obedience to the one, without incurs 

ring the diſpleaſure.of che other.  - 
And if any man ſhall ſay that the a&is 
ons being divers (namely Civill, Militas 
ry, and Ecclefiaſticall,) the chiefe power 
may be divided alſo into ſundry perſons. 
Tt wauld follow from hence, that the ſame 
perſon, at the ſame'time, might be com-- 
manded by one to go unto the Market; 
by another to the Camp, by a third ro 
Church; and fo put under an impoſhbi-: 
lity of obeying either. Whence all Na- 
tions. have (by the light of nature) re- 
jected plurality in Government. tx «yas 
Ivy ereauxetezhly (Homer) & omnis 
poteſtss impatiens conſorty. The Throne 
can nomore brook a Rival then the mar4 
riage Bed. This our Lord Chriſt hath 


put beyond diſpute, when he tellsus, No - 


. Man canferve two Maſters, Mat 6, 24. 
3dly. Not. to multiply Arguments in 
proof -of that,” which would. ſtand bo 
_ - | nee 


” » 6 
need of little, chad not that fa- 
Qions. (proud Spirit which poſ- 
ſefled Donatus, entred into ſome 
Men , © occaſioning 'them to fay 
( as he - did in - Opratus' 1. 3. ) 
Duid Imperatori cum ecclefa ? What 
hach - the King to doe with the 
Church. 

The Third ( and laſt.) Argu- 
ment 'ſhalfF be drawn . from © the 
joynt Suffrage and: Teſtimony of 
all Nations , - not onely Chriſtian , 
bue Heathen , bearing witneſle. to 
the Power and Authority of Kings 
in Ecclefiaſticall affaires; ( where- 
by it ' appeares to: be no other 
then the diate of Right Reaſon , 
which is common to the humane 
intelle&nall Nature. Ariſtotle ( Polit. 
7: $.:)- taith, Tearoy " af 
7) JFeroy Wwniuianne, The care of 
Princes ought 'to be firſt of 
all for the Things of Religi- 
on. 

The Twelve. Tables ( the Foun- 


| tain of the Roman Law ) con- 


tain. in them many Things con- 


cerning * Religion, 


G Fu 
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_. Tus triplex, tabule quod ter (anxere 
quadrate, | IR 0 
Sacrum, privatum, & populi commune 

quod uſquam- eſt, ( Auton.) 


- You have in theſe a taſte © 
the Heathens Judgement concerns 
ing. this. - ( And - one © need not 
drink up the . Sea to know whe 
ther it be Salt, or not. 


For the Ancient Primitive Chri-f . 


ſtians, that of, Socrates ( the Hi- 
ſtorran ) may ſtand for many, Ex 
quo. Inperatores fatii ' (unt Chriſtiani , 
res  Eccleſie ab. ipfis dependiſſe. The 
affaires of Religion depended upon 
the Emperours, ever ho they be- 
came. Chriſtian, Which Optatws con=' 
firms, when he faith, Now e- 
mm respublica et in Eccleſia, . ſed Ee- 
eleſia in republica, . 1. e. in Romans 
Imperio. ( 1. 3. ) For the Com» 
mon-Wealth is- not in the Church, 


but the Church in the Common-1 


Wealth , _ that is, in the Roman 
Empare.. . Conſtantine , (in an anci= 
ent inſcription ) is fliled, Reli- 
gionis &: Fidei Aufjor. The Increaſer 


S ©. of | 
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"bum wundique NET ' fingult- 


SI 
of Faith and Religion. 4 Aud Bdfiliws the 
Eimperour ſpeaking'. of the: Church as 
a Ship , Ejus fibi gvbernacula ait @ 
Deo concredita. Saith that God hath 
committed the Sterage ( or Gover- 
ment) of it, to him. - i Fi 

- And. there is an Ancient E- 
piſtle of, Elutherius Biſhop of Rome , 
in which he tiles the King. of 
England , (vicariumt Dei in regno ſno, 


, agens FY negotio Religionis. ) Gods vi- 


car. for the management of the bu- 
fineſs of Reli _ in his Kingdome, 
and the * fir ntine Councel, 
calls . Charles "as reat (Vere Re- 
ligiomis Kefiorem ) the ReQtor of 
the True Religion 3, and as they of 
old, ſo the Reformed Churches of 
late, were* of the ſame perſwaſt- 
on in this , particular. - As it 

pears by their reſpe&ive co 

ons, J.. PAR) + 
( Magiftratum eff 5 -non modo de Ci- 


vill politia efle ſollicitos, , verum eti- 


am . dare operam , #t_ Sacrum Minis. 
fterrum conſervetur , Chritlique . Reg-. 
num fropagetur , denique  borum eft 
efficere, ut Sacrun ws, vers 
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pure Deuit colere, & wenerari x 
preſcripto verbi ipfius libere poſſint. 
Belgica. ) It is the Magiftrates Du- 
ty, not only to be careful for the 
Civil Politie, but to endeavour like- 
wiſe that the Sacred Miniſtry be 
Preſerved, and the Kingdom of 
Chrift Propagated. It is his duty 
C finally) to 1ee that the Holy Got- 
pel be every where Preached, and 
that all perſons may purely and 
freely worſhip, and ſerve God, ac» 
cording to his word. And fo the 
latter Helvetian Confeſhon. ( Teneat 
idle Magiſftratus in manibus werbum 
Dei, & ne huic contrafium doceatur 
procuret , bonis legibus ad werbum Det 
compofitis , © moderetur populum fibi @ 
Deo concreditum.) Let the Magiſtrate 
take into his hands the Word of 
God, and take care nothing be taught 
contrary to- it : And let him Gos 
vern the people committed to him 
of God, by good and wholefome 
Lawes, according to the word of 
God. 

And the Confeflion of Baſil (was 
ving ſome others.) @wilibet Chriſti 
&nus Magiitratus, onmnes vires e0 di» 
riget, 
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riget, ut 4 FE $2. ſue commiſſs , 
nomen Det Cattdteee » regnum ipfits 
propagetrr , ipfiuſque voluntati cum (& 
ria extirpatione [celeram vivatur. Hoc 
| gentili Magijiratm Inunumn 
uit , quanto Magis Chyiſtians Magt- 
Fratu commendatum eſſe debeat , --ttt 
vero Dei wicario? ) It ought to be 
the Serious Endeavour © of every 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate, that the name 
of God be Hallowed , and his 
Kingdom -- Propogated among thoſe 
Wao are commited to his Truift : and 
that they live, denying all ungod- 
lineſs according to his Wil. This 
was a Duty . nicumbent on the Hea+ 
then Magiſtrate; how mich more 
ought it to. be commended to the 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate, as the True 
Vicar of Chrijt ? 


Or Church of Engl:yd deems 
thoſe worthy of Excommunication , 
who. deny unto our Kings, the 
fame Power and Anthority in Ec- 
clefiaſtical  Caaſes, that the Pons 
Kings of the Hebrews Exerciſed im 
the Church of the Fewes, ( Canon 
the 2d.) / 
| G 3 And 
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And here we muſt neceſſarily 


enquire how far the Authority of | 


the King Extends in matters of 
Religion : whether we are to ny 
him in every thing he commands 
without exception, or but in ſome 
es only, : | 

We do not believe the Authori- 
ty of the King Extends fo far , 
as - Bellarmine ſtretcheth-: the Popes , 
when he ſaith, $i papa erraret pre- 
cipiendo vitia, vel prohibendo virtutes 
teneretur Eccleſia credere vitia efſe 
bona, @& wvirtutes malas. ( de Rom. 
. pont. 1. 4. c.5. ) If the Pope ſhould 
erre in commanding Vice, and for- 
bidding Vertue, the Church is  ob- 
liged to believe ,- that Vice is 
good; and Vertue 1s ev1l, | 


We extend not the power of the 
King, as certain Religious Perſons, 
(who left it as a Rule to their confi- 
dents at Padova, 1606.) did the Popes 
authority. $7 quod occulis nojlris album 
apparet, nigrum ile efſe definierit, debemus 
itidem quod nigrum” fit pronuntiare. If 
that which in our eye is white be defi- 
n'd by the Pope to be black, we on be 
C4 Lanes 2:10 
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alſo to fay that 'it is black. But this 
we ſay, our obedience 1s required to 
all his commands that are not re- 
pugnant to the law of nature, or con» 
trary* to the Expreſs Word of God. 
If he command any thins forbidden 
by the Law of Nature, or by any 
Poſitive Law of God (that is now ob- 
liging to Chriſtians) or if he forbid 
any thing Commanded of God,' we 
are net to yield obedience. Foras in 
nature , inferionr cauſes depending 
in point of aCtivity upon Superiour, 
have no power of atting contraryto the 
efficacy of the Superiour: So in mo- 
rality, as St. Auguſt. $7 aliud Tnpe- 
rator, aliud jubeat Deus, quid judicatur ? 
maior "potellas Deus, da veniam O In- 
perator.. Cde verb. Dom: Sec: Mat: 
Serm: 6:) Where the Emperors, and 
Gods Commands are one contrary 
to the other, what Judgement ſhall T 
make? the power of God 1s Supream, 
the Emperour therefore muſt be ſup- 
plicated to pardon me, 


If the King Command any thing 
that God forbids, or forbid ' an 
thing that God Commands, in both 
I G 4 theſe 
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theſe caſes, we muſt then fortifie our 
ſelves with the ſaying of St: Peter, 
and the-other Apoſtles, Wee ought to 0- 
bey God rather then men, A&s 5: 29: 
And God having by nature. prohibit- 
ed the killing of an Innocent perſon, 
the Hebrew Midwives are commended 
for not obeying the Kings comman- 
dement concerning the. killing of the 
male children: But the Midwives fear- 
ad God (ſaith the Text) and did not 
«s the King of Egypt commanded them, 
Exod: 1: 17. 


Whatever a commandement of God 
makes neceſſary, no humane authority 
can - render not neceflary or obliging, 
and therefore 1t is uſually ſaid that the 
Goſpel, Miniſtry, and Sacraments, are 


not ſabjet to any humane Authority ; » 


that is, in point of changing or alte- 
ring that 'in ,them, which 1s of Di- 
vine Inftitation. For, what God hath 
Determined Aftirmatively, or Nega- 
tively, man cannot determine the con= 
trary. But in things not determined 
by God, as Time, Place, 'and man» 
ner of performing a&ions comman- 
ded by God, the King by his Au- 
4 = thority 


thority may determine theſe. Though 
the King cannot Proinibite an Holy, 
Harmleſs, rightly conſtituted Miniſtry, 
the Preaching of the Word, or Admi- 
niſtring the Sacrament, according to the 
form of Divine Inflitution : yet he may 
require them to preach at ſuch times, 
and in ſuch places only ; he may pre- 
ſcribe them the habit in which 
tney ihall Officiate , by .Vertue of 
that Apoſtolicall Precept: Let all 
things be done Decently, and in Order, 
1 Cor. 14. uſt. This Rule 1s fo &- 


.quitable, that all men will yield 


their - alſent, - That all things. in the 
Worſhip. of God ought to be done De- 


cently, and in Order, But what 1s 


Decent , and Orderly, is not fo ſoon 


agreed, For that (laita one) whic1 


you call Decent , is, (1n my Opinion) 
the moſt unſeemly thing in the 
world. And that is moſt diſorderly 
(in my Judgement) which you 
account Regularly performed, and 1n 
Order. There muſt therefore be ſome 
proper, Judge agreed upon to De- 
termine what is Decent, and in Or- 
der: Do you then Judge in your 
ſelves, ( laying only your Pregunees 

an 


= 
- 


- 
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ani Paſſion afide ) whether a No- 
ble Man, 
mily, leaving this general Ruie for 
the Government of his houſe, that 
"all things in it be done Decently and 
in Order, doth che not intend and 
expet that his Steward ſhould De- 
termine What is ſo? For either the 
Steward, or the reſt of the Servants 
muſt determine it. 
confuſion and ataxy, inſtead of De- 
cency. and Order, :muſt inavoidable 
flow in upon them. For one will 
fay this 1s decent , 
contrary 1s decent. 
cent Aaith one to' put off our ſhoes 


then our hats, in Reſpe& and Re-- 


verence to our Lord, it 15 more or- 
derly to fit then to ſtand in his 'pre- 


fence. This muſt neceſſarily beget- 


Partyes and Sidings, that Animo- 
fity, Strife, and Contention , and 
by conſequence the ruine of the Fa- 
mily. For why ( will one ſervant in 
the Family, or one party , ſay) 
ſhould not I, or we, judge of: de- 
cency as well as you, or your party ? 


So that you cannot but ſee that ' 
there is a neceſſity that the Steward |. 


ſhould 


or Maſter of a Great Fa- 


If the Servants, 


and another: the ' 
It 1s more de- 


ſhonld Determine. Aud © it not thus 
1- [in the Spiritual houſe? If every Con- 
2 | gregation , or Paſtor, be left free 
it [to judge of what is Decent and in 
4 | Order, things as unreaſonable as the 
d | putting off the ſhoes, and fitting in 
- | the Maſters preſence will be prati- 
e | ſed by the moſt; Becauſe the mot 
s | are not the wiſei, And they afeit pe- 
nerally like Cattle fallen into a River, to 
Swim againit the Stream. 


In -things therefore of this ' nature 
(namely ſuch as are not determined by 
| the great Maſter, God) you owe obe- 
dience to the Stewards determination, 
eſpecially fince whatſoever is not for- 
bidden by God, hath in ther very 
reſpe&t, the force cf a permiſſhon at 
leaſt. Becauſe, hee there is no_Law, 
, | there 3+ no tranſgreſion, Row. 4. 15. 
| | Now there is no Law againſt ſuch or 
\uch indifferent things, and therefore 
| he who conforms, fins not: Bur there 
| isaLaw which requires Every Soul to be 
1. ſubjefito the Higher Powers, Rom. 13. 1. 
He;-cherefore that conforms - not, - fins. 
You- ought therefore tobe ſubje& 'to the 
|. Higher Power in matters of Religion for 
Cons 
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Conſcience Sake. Burt if any man will ,, 
not be ſubjecX for Conſcience Sake, heſ yh 


muſt be ſubje& upon another account, 
for God hath entruſted the Supreme Mas 
giſtrate with a Coercive Power. . Which is 
the 2d. thing propounded to be madg 
ood. 

p In purſuance of this 2. thing, 

T. There ought to be ſome Coercive Poy- 
er in Eccleſiaſticall Things, or Matters 
of Religion. For, without this every 
man would be left free, to ſpeak or do 
what him lift, To introduce any falſe 
or blaſphenious Opinion, to difturb the 
Peace of the Church, by 'enormous 
Pra&ices. May not one deny the Divine 
Anthority of the Scriptures? Another 
the Divinity of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriit? A third rejeA, deſpiſe 
and trample under foot the Prieſtly 
Office, and all the Ordinances of the 
Goſpell > And (for praQtice) might not 
men (with the evill Servant 1n the Goſ- 
pell) eat and drink with the drunken, and 
(mite their fellow Servants with the Fiſt of 
Violence ? Oppreſling and Perlſecutin 
all that are notof their Qpinion, choug 
their Opinion be not atany agreement, 
or conſiſtency with the truth. If any: 

E 
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Willl be not 4 Coercive Power Hated ſomewhere, 


] le 
Unt, 


Mas 
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who or what ſhall hinder theie, and 1 
numerable other inconvemences and 
milchiefs ? 

Every Fanatick Spirit, if there were 
no coercive power, might take licence 
by reviving old Herefies, or broach- 
ing worſe new invented Opinions, to 
ruffle the Church, and reduce it to an 
Heap or Chaos of Confufion. With- 
out a coercive power ſomewhere ſtated, 
all Reins of Government , muſt ne- 
ceflarily be let looſe, and an effeftu- 
all dore ſer open for Atheiſme,, Hereſy, 
Sedition and Blaſphemy to enter in. 
Bue this is a thing ſo contrary, not 
only to the peace, but even to the 
eſſence of all ſocieties, that none bur 
the abſolute Sons of Belial, (7. e. with 
out a Yoke) can plead for it. I paſſe 
therefore from that (as a thing affent- 
ed unto by all that pretend to Reaſon,) 
That there muſt be a Coerci:e Powcr, and 
come unto the 2d. thing the ſubje&t 
of this Power, or Perſon in whom it 18. 
And that is the King. 

2, Him hath God entruſted with co- 
erctive Power in Matters of Relt 
gion. 

Spt- 
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. Spirituall Power, (or Power in the 
Ehurch) is diyided generally into 
Ordinis, and- Furiſdifioni. That of Or= 
der 1s referr*d to the preaching of the 
Word, Adminiftration of Sacraments, 
 Abſolution ; Confirmation, and all 
ſuch A@ions, as a perſon regularly 
ordained performes by Virtue of his 
Ocders. 

That of Furiſdidion is double, Inter- 
nall, and External. 

I. Internall. Where the Spirituall 
euides, - they who have the condutt 


of the Soules of men, by Inftru- 


&ion, Perſwafhton, Ghoſtly Coun- 
cell, and ſuch like 3 . fo convince 
tae inward Con(ſciences of Men , 
that they become wholly obedient to 
their ; diretions, As Saint Peter by 
his Sermon wrought upon the Con- 
ſciences of thoſe Jews, Who were 
pricked in their Heart , and (aid, 
Men, and Brethreii what ſhall we do? 
Adts 2. 37. X | 

2. Externall. 'Where the Perſon! 
in whom the Power is (in ford 
exteriori , as they ſpeak ) compells 
the Chriftians. obedience. , The King 
3s not intruſted with the firſt _ 
2M; 
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2d. of theie. He hath ro- Power 
Order, nor Juriſdiftion over the 

nner Man , but in things that are 


. for the outward Poltie of the 


Church ( as that God may be tru- 
ly ſerved , ſuch as tranſgrefle the 
received lawful! conſtitutions of the 
Church puniſbed ) with this Power 
the King 1s intrufted. 

Again, the Agions of -Men, are 
either Internall or Externall. 

Internall Aﬀions abſtratedly, and 
ſimply eonfidereed . in themſelves , 
doe not fall under 'any humane Au- 
thority or Power . whatſoever. Errat 
ſi quis putet ſervitmem in. totum ho- 
minem deſcendere; pars enim melior 
except# ejt. Corpora obnoxia (ſunt, & 
ad(cripta Dominis , mens ſui juris ej, 
( Sen. de Benef. |. [3. ) It is an Er- 
rour in any man to think that Ser- 
vitude deſcends upon the whole man, 
for the better part, is alwayes ex- 
cepted : Our bodies -indeed are Ob- 
noxnious to Servityde, and the 
pleaſure of thoſe who are Lords o- 
ver us, but our minds are free, 
and at their own diſpoſe. | 

And it is a known faying in the 
Law, 


I: 

[64] W 
Law , Copitationis penam nemo patitur: 
No ' man: ſufters ary ctliing 'for his 
bare thoughts. For , All Empire 


C or Power ) neceſſarily fuppoleth* 


ſuch matter, as 1s capable of com- 
ing under the knowledge of him 
that commands , but the irniternall 


Aﬀions of Men Simply and Ab-? 


ſtraftedly conſidered, doe not come 
under the knowledge 'of any. Hu- 
mane Power , and therefore they 
fall not under their Authority, No 
power can' impoſe upon any perſon 
that, he ſhall think thus, and not 
otherwiſe , , concertiing any Article 
of. Faith , : becanſe he cannot know 
whether a man thinks :1o- or others 
wiſe, ' . As Laftantius (1., 5.” c.- 13.) 
Duis mihi imponat neceſſitatem 'vel cre« 
dendi quod nolim., wel. quod welim non 
eredendi ? . Who ican compell me to 
believe what I : will not ,- 'or not 
to believe ' what -F liſt ?' For ,;- Res 


ligio imperari non pote}t. Religion can« 1 
not be compelPd-'( as Caflidor. I. 3; '] 


Ep. 27--)* and Fides ſuadenda' , non 
amperanda' ef, ( Bern. Serm. '66. -1n 
Cant.) -you - may allure, you care 
compel! any man-to believe. -- - -- 

- But 


— 
Pn 
--#.i 


| 
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- Bur, beſides theſe 7nrernal/ ; there are Zx- 
ternal actions, the words; and works of men : 
and theſe fall under Humane Authority, and 


[| Power, thus the Emperours, Gratian, Va- 


+ 


lentinian, and T heodoſsus, ſpeak concerni 
a man, that is an Heretick, $/bi rantummods 
weitura ſentiat aliis cbfutura non pandat; If 
he will think evil chings,be ſhall furmife them 
to himſelf onely : he ſhall not publiſh chem 
to the hurt of others And it was with re. 
ro this, that Conſtantine ſtiled himſelf 
txriotomey Toy xls ) a Biſhop in thoſe 
things, that are Without. Though therefore 
the Prince cannot compel men to believe this, 
x that, yet he may compel them,not to'make' 
Profeſſion of any other Faith , then thar 
which. he allows ; or approves. Thus the 
King . of Nineveh enjoyned his Subjects 
Sack aork, Faſting, Prayer, and turnini from 
the Viclente in therr bonds ( Fonah 3.8. ) and 
indeed there's nothing,in which the Supreme 
Ha conſiſts more, then in determining the 
blick Exercife of Religion, All, thar dif. 


courſe of Politicks, make this Precipunm inter 
TMajeſtatis jura , a Principal Jewel of the 
|Crown:to this every man'sReafon ſubſcribes 


For, if it be demanded, why in the land op 


jour Nativity (this Kingdom ) the Roma,, 
Religion flouriſhed in the days of Quee,, 
"y | 


Mar) 0 
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Mary > and the Eyangelical (or Retormed) 
inthe Reign of Queen El;z.abeth ? The Pre 
' Kimate cay e of 1t muſt be NN Ge ho 


will, and pleaſure of the reſpe&ive Queens] 


Or, if it be asked, wby one way of Worſhy 
is nſed by the French, and Spaniard; and ar 
Other by the Daxe , and Swed? you can, 
not anſwer any thing; but.the will of tho 
that Rule over them. 

If 1t be objected againſt this , that ſuch 
Power in the. Priace would render the Stars 
of Religion unſtable, and mutable : Religion 
being ſubjeR to be changed, as- oft as the 
Prince ſhould change his mind. Ir muſt be 
dcknowleged true: but, 

Firſt , The Danger is as great in other 
things, and reſpets;, the Work always ati- 
ſwering the Artificer : and qualis Rex, talis 
lex ; ſuch as the King is, ſuch are his Laws 
But no perſon may have his right- denyed 
tim, for tear leaſthe ſhould abuſe it: for no 
man whatſoever ſhould (upgn this <——_ 


haye.his right in any thing ; becauſe it is pol-| 


ſible for bim to-abu : it. 
Secondly, Suppoſins the right poſible to 
be WET _ the eats. .. Magifrace ; 
ro ſome ather, the danger and inconvenience 
would be no leſs. For, upon whomſoever it 
be transferred,. they, who muſt Manage. this 
> Power, 
mg 
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Dy ) power,are men,and ſo fallible, and fubje ro 
op | 
I the caſe,is in the Divine Providence ; the minds of 


mutabiliry. Our onely hope,8& comfort in this 


all men being in the power of God to confirm 
them in thetruth , or to ſuffer them to turn 
from the truth to a ly; but the hearts of Kings 
more eſpecially, according to that of Solo 
mon, The Kings heart is in the hand of the 


| Lord, as. the Rivers of water ( Prov. 21.1.) 


God can, and doth, carry on his own work, 
both by good, and evil Kings, well knowing, 
that a Tempeſt is ſometimes more neceſſary, 
and profitable for his Church,then a Calm.If 
be,that rules, be a Pious Prince, converſant in 
the-Scripture,frequent in Prayer,aloyer of the 
Church,one,that enclineshis car to theCoun- 
ſels of thoſe,who are truly Pious,andLearned, 
the Truth proſpers and prevails mightily un- 
der Him , but,if He be a Perſon of a perverſe 
ſpirit, and corrupt judgment, He proves an 
heavy ſcourge to thoſe, that arein fubjeftion 


under Him , Et legibns malis probantur boni, 


& legibus bonis emendantur mali, ( Auguſt. 
adverſe. Creſcentium, |. 3. Cc. 51.) Evil Laws 
are for the probation of Good men, as good 
Laws for the emendation of Evil men. The 
Zewsſe. Church ſaw frequent mutations in 
their Worſhip : Hezekiah aboliſhed the Idol. 
Worſhip of hs Father Ahaz, his Grand- 
H 2 childe 
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childe Manaſſeh reſtored it again, and 7o- 
fiah, bis Grand-childs, aboliſhed ir a ſecond 
time : and yet the Right of rheir Kings was 
never difputed. For, It was never laWwfull 
for the People to afſume unto themſelves the 
Pwblick, Exerciſe of Religion by force : but, 
ifrhey cannot conſcionably conform to it, they 
may Pray, and Weep, and Fly :other wea- 


pons Chriſtianity allows them not. Thus 


the Prophet Elijah fled from Ahab , and 
thas our Lord Chr:ſt indulgeth (if he doth 
not Counſel )”his Apoſtles, ſaying, whey 
they perſecute you in this City, flee ye into ano- 
ther, Matt. 10. 24,Thus St. Cyprian, and A- 
thanaſins, delivered themſelves by flight, in 
the time of Perſecution ; and the Chriftiaxs, 
who lived under the rage and fury of Pals 
knew nothing but the water, that diſtilled 
from their own eyes,ro quench the fire of that 
Perſzcution. Alinud contra Perſecutorem ney 
erat remedium: ultra nefas procedere. ( Na- 
2141. Orat. in fuliannm.) They knew no 0. 
ther remedy againſt their perſecutors: to pro- 
ceed any further. was villany, Coattys, re- 
prrgnare non novi, aclere potero, flere putero, ge- 
mere petero, aliter nec debeo, nec poſſum reſiſte- 
re.( Ambr.) 1 know not how to-reſiſt, being 
conſtrained : I can weep, and prieve , iy 
_  ktourn , otherwiſe I neither can , nor ought 
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' to reſiſt, And this they did ,. not (as ſome 


have vainly dreamed) becauſe they were 
deſtitute of Power to make reſiſtance : For; 
(as Tertullian,in bis Apology, faith of them ) 
Urbes, Inſulas,&C. Palatium, Senatum, Forum 
impleverant; the Cities, Iſlands , Caſtles, 
Garriſons, Judgment-Seats,Palace, and Senat 
were full of them , and yet (as-he) Nl: 
Albimani,nulli Nigriani, nulli Caſſiani,chere 
were no Traitors,or Rebels, much leſs King- 
killers among them, | | | 
Enuſebins Pins (the Biſhop of Samoſatia) 


being baniſhed by the command of Yalens 


the Emperour, the people would have held 
him in his Epiſcopal See by force; but he, 
having learned the Apoſtle's lefſon, Rex. 17... 
taught them alſo, what Reverence, and Re- 
hed, was due to the Emperour*'s commands; 


and telling them, that he would ror (if he 


could) ſecure himſelf by a multitude, com- 
paſsing him about (Nec ego me vallabo,inquit, 
CIYCHIM #ſrene populorum ) he thereb ſup- 
preſſed an imminent ſedirion; Theſe (and 
many more Examples at h and) do abundant- 
ly evidence what deep imprefsion the words 
of Chriſt to "Peter -made upon the ſpirits of 
Chriſtians heretofore:The words ofChrift are, 
Put up agzin thy ſword into its place : for all 
they, that take the ſword, ſhall periſh With the 

| H 3 F, Word, 


F102” 


ſword, Matt. 26. 52. Arripit autem , qu; 
2903 4 Deo accipit : deait autem D exs ſolf ſum. 
me poteſtati, aliis, non niſi per lam. (Grort,) 
He takes the ſword, ( namely with an hand 
of violence) who doth not receive it from 


God : for God hath given it onely to the Fx. | ; 


pream Power, and to others by him. Thus 
then you ſee the determining of the Publick 
exerciſe of Religion is invelted in the Su- 

eme Power. Andit is no leſs the Prince's 
We no aboliſh, or puniſh all falſe Worſhip, 
or Religion. - Thus Nebachadnezzar ( 1n 


Babylon) being convinced of the Divinity of | 


the God of {ſrae/, made a capital Law againſt 
the blaſphemers of his Name. Therefore [ 
wake a Decree, that every People, Nation, and 
Language, which ſpeak any thing amiſs avainſt 
the God of Shadrach, &Cc. ſhall be cat tn preces, 
and thetr houſes ſhall be made a aunghill.( Day. 
3:29.) Darius(of the Medes,and Perſians)En- 
acted a Royal Law to the ſame import, J 
.make 4 Decree, that in every Dominion of my 
Kingdom,men tremble , and fear, before the 
God of Damel, for he is the living God. (Day. 
6.26.) In Athens they had a Law againſt 
( &oifrcey) Trreli gion : upon which three fa. 
mous Philoſophers ( Socrates, Theodorns , 
' and Protagoras) ſuffered. Socrates, (as La- 
ertins reports iti his Life ) was accuſed 75; 
wy M | aosftias 
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eosbiing) of Trreligion , and the Action 
Commenced againſt him in theſe words, (A- 
Mn Ewreglne, vs = minis voices Ove & 
youlCop © Vers Is Aaiuirie kaind t5nycuss 
yes.) Socrates is a tranſgreſſor, in not eſteem- 
ins thoſe for Gods, whom the City eſteems 
fuch, but brings in other newGods of his own. 
And all this was done onely by virtue of the 
Supreme Power reſiding in them, For, 
though every Maſter of a Family be _ 
to remove Idols , and every thing of falſe 
Worſhip,out of his own Private Family : yet 


| the King ( or perſons delegated by him) may 


onely do it in the Publick. 

There is a Text indeed in Demteronomy , 
that ſeems to countenance private perſons, in 
deſtroying of Jdols, and falſe Worſhip. Ye 
ſhall deſtroy their Altars, and break down their 


. Images, cut down theirGroves,and burn their 


Graven Images With fire(Dext.7.5.) But, if St. 
Anguft.maybeadmitted to Comment upon the 
Text, he tells you, that they might nor do it, 
without Authority from the Higher Powers. 
Cnmacceperitis poteſtatem,hoc facite.ubi non eſt 
data nobis poteſtas, non facimns. ( Serm. 6. de 
verb. Dom. ſec. Mat.) You may do this, 
when you have received Authority, but with. 
out Authoriry we do it not. Hence: Vicepho- 
rus reprehends, and condemns Abaas the Bi- 

| H 4 ſhop, 
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ſhop; for demoliſhing the PerSans TTves7oy, the 
Temple, in which they Worſhipped the Fire ; 
which proved a matter of much inconvenience, 
and trouble to the Chriſtians. The Pagay Temes 
pes, in the City of Rome, were not ſhut up by 
the- Chriſtians , till Conſtantine made a Law 4. 
Sainſt them. And the E/ibertine Councel( 4», 
305.) provides by a Canon ($3 quis Idolum 
fregerit, & ibidem occiſus fuerit, ne in Mar: 
tyrum numergm recipiatur) that, if any pets 

on be killed for breaking an Idol in pieces, 


he ſhall not -be enrolled among the Martyn| 


of the Church , becauſe (faith the Councel) 
(N eque in Evangelio ſcriptum ſit ntque ab A+ 
poſtolis fafkum-reperiatur) we have neither 
precept in Scripture, nor example 95 the A. 


poltles to cquntenance the Fact. And thus]. 


you ſee The Supreme. Magiſtrate is entruſted 


With 4a Coercive Power 'in matters of Religi- 
on | 


The Reaſon why he is entruſted with this 
Power is, Becauſe, without this, he would 


bear the Sword in vain. The Apoſtle St. 


Paxl tells us, that he beareth not the $\pord-3n 
vain. ( Rom. 13.4,) The Sword (faith Thee 
phyla) is the Coercive Power, ('H wayaree, 
To]tery i xeanagmh oyews). and he bears it 
not in vain ('Axx' ire x0adte Tv5s morngrs) 
but that he may puniſh Evil-doers, 

| | cnch- | It 
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'Ir is a thing to be wiſhed, to be beg*d of 


| Eeaven, with our moſt Fervent Prayers, thar 
| all Chriſtians might be like thoſe 


in the As, 
of one Minde, and of one Soul : that all, who 
confeſs God's Holy Name , fhould agrhe in 
the Truth of his Holy Word (as our Clikch 
teacheth us to Pray ) but the peeviſhneſs 


| ſome, the intereſt, and malice of others, renders 


this a thing ſcarcely to be hoped for. Yet muſt 
not -the Prince for all this abandon the care 
of Truth , Unity , . and Peace : neither of 


which could poſlibly be provided for by 


him, without a Coercive Power. For, no.. 
thing hath a greater influence upon the Eg. 
ternal Happineſs, and Peace of a Kingdom , 
then Religion. And that in a double re. 


TpeR. 


Firſt , In reſpet of the Divine Provi- 


j.| dence, which hath promiſed to reward Piety, 


or Religion, not onely with the great things 
of Eternity, but with the good things of this 
preſent life. Godlineſs ( faith the Apoſlle, 
1 Tim. 4.8.) is profitable to all things, tha- 
wing premiſe of the life that now is, and of that 
Which is to come. And thus Livy, Omnia proſpe- 
ra eveniunt colentibus Deos, adverſa ſpernents- 
bus:that is, All things ſucceed proſperouſly to 
thoſe, that Worſhip.the Gods, but nothing 
well to thofe, that deſpiſe them. And Horace 


A 
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aſcribes all the miſeries, and calamities , that A 


* befel ah, to their negſe@ of the Gods ut 
ut 


Dis multa, neplefti, dedernnt brec 
Heſperia mala lutt noſe. Cor 
| into 


Anditis no wonder (ſaith Val. Max.that* 
the Gods watch over the Roman EmpirdX*® 
* with a moſt indulgent care , ſeeing the R! plac 
warns are ſo ſcrupulous , in examining, and}? 
obſerving the ſmalleſt matters in Religion ®* 
( Prod tam ſerupuloſa cnra parunla que in| 
que momenta religionts exammare viderl 
tar.) 8.) 
Secondly , In reſpet of the Nature , of 
the Gemnine, and proper Tendency of Reli. old 
gion, which is to render men Peaceable, Ob] F"! 
fequyons; Loyers of their Country, and Stu. Ce 
dious of the Common welfare. Now, where| 
men are generally thus ſpirited , that State, du 
or Kingdom , muſt needs be flouriſhing, 
ant , happy. Thus P!ato makes Rehgion| '* 
(Legnm,& honeſte vite vinculum ) the bond gl 
of Laws, and all good life , and Cicero, (Hm 1” 
mane ſocietatis fundamentum ) the foundati. It 
on of all Humane Sociery: I ſhall add onely| 9! 
to this, that fuch a Coercive Power is ne-| 
ceffary to reſtrain that curioſity, and itch off ® 
Novelty, that isin men. . t 
A 
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- All nutation in Religion (theugh bat in 
the Rites,and Ceremonies of it) if it be withs 
t the Authority, or conſent of the Prince, 
breeds an Earth-quake in the Bowels of the 
Common-Wealth, and —_ it many times 
into utmoſt danger. Hence the great Coun- 
cel of Nice cryed out ſo Paſſionately, Te eg« 
yaiz 0 xga1ernw” Let the old Cuſtomes take 
place. But, without a coercive Power in the 
prince, this cannot be : for there is in every 
man a Natural affeion of novelty. As they 


If in Ezekiel, who ai ſet thesr poſt's by God's poſts, 


and their threſholds by his threfhalas.( Exth., 43. 


of the Foyt ; a new Direttory, inſtead of the 5 
old Litargy : unlets their curioſity by the 


} Prince's Edits be conſtrained. And thus the 


Common-Wealth, or Kingdom, will be caſt 
into a quotidian Feaver, or Palſy-fit. Tcon- 
clude this with that rational ſaying of Pars/þ- 
enſss, Licitum eſt princips,abuſum glad Spiri- 
twalis repellere, eo meas quo poteſt, etiams per 
fladium materialem : aliter enim glaas 
ſine cauſa portat.(De pot, Regis,C+ Pape £21.) 
Itislawfull for the Prance to repel the abuſe 
of the Spiritual Sword, in fuch a way as he 
beſt can, yea by taking into his. hand the 
material Sword: for otherwiſe he ſhould bear 
the Sword in vain. p | 

But 


8.) ſo men will be bringinga Baſoy, inftead _ 
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' But in what caſes hath the Prince a Coer: 
tive Power ? and how far doth it extend > 
Firſt, He hath a coercive power,not onelyf, 
in the grand caſes of Blaſphemy, and Heref | of 
bur in thoſe leſſer occaſions of Errour, andf = 
Schiſm :heis entruſted with Power to quench] 
the leaſt ſpark,as well as the devouring flame, 4 
Arins in Alexandria was but a little ſpark <p 
in the beginning, but, becauſe the Chriſtian : xl 
Emperour did. not timely interpoſe his Aug, : 
thority for the quenching it , ( Totwm orsþ; 
bem ejus an depopulata eſt) it became a 
flame, which conſumed (almoſt) the wholef,. . 
Chriſtian World. _ 
The Prince's Authority may(and ought to)],,..: 
be exerciſed,in reſtraining dangerous Diſpu.\ + 
tations concerning Religion, Sozomen (/. 7. "ar ( 
c. 12.)tells us, that —_— enacted a Lawh,, th 
againſt Diſputes of the Trinity: * ( Nemo Cles: of 
ricorum de ſumma T rinitate diſputet) And ed 
HMarcianus prohibited all Diſputes ( De obi 
fide Chriftiana) of the Chriſtian Religion. þ1..., 
Amndronicus the Emperour, when his Biſſiops 
werediſputing curiouſly, and ſubtilely, off; 
thoſe words of Chrift, (Pater major - me eft )>, 
Ay Father is Hater then I. threatned toi "a 
calt them-into the River, (VN; tam periculeſesl fe 
fermonibus abſtinerent ) unleſs they did for-1 on 
bear fuch dangerous Niſcourſes. That of;1..5 
| S1ifonins 
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"- 1fnius tO Theodoſins being moſt true, (D;/- 
*  putando ae ſacris accendi tantum contentiones ) 
ww hat Contentions onely are foſtered by Dif- 
Jpurations. 
tl Secondly, To the ſecond Queſtion, How 
xr the Coercive Power of the Prince ex- 
Mcends? It is acknowledged, that his Autho. 
ark ity may extend to Impriſonment, Confiſca.. 
"Dion of Goods , and Baniſhment of perſons 
, Jinning againſt his Commands: but, whether 
TY may extend to Life , is not ſo manifeſt, be- 
- Uſe the Apoſtle faith onely, Hereticum hi- 
ole inem devita (Titus 3. tO.) The Gloſs up- 
Mn Gratian turns the Verb into a Subſtantive ; 
0b, vita,and adds, ſupple,T olle. 
U-1 There is not (as a learned Gentleman of 
7-pur Church , in His Hiftorical Vindication , 
Whath obſerved) any example in Hiſtory, of 
"proſecuting an Heretick further, then to a- 
nd F,oid him , till after God, having given peace 
2 $0 his people, under Chriſtian Emperours ; 
"-Shey finding , that, if the Church were in 
P3Frouble, the State was ſeldom otherwiſe, pro- 
Mhided by Laws to puniſh Hereticks. The 
")KCouncel of Nice theretore having, in the 
Mar 325 , cenſured the opinion of Avj- 
ie, for Heretical , the Emperour (who had 
Formerly granted certain conſiderable Pri- 
Pledges co Chriſtzans) declared in the year 
AF. -- | following 


| [trio] 0 
Gllowing ( Hereticos atque Schiſmaticos, | bo 
previtegits aliencs ) that no Heretick, or 1, 
Rnatich ſhould have any part in thoſe pri his 
leges, but they rarely proceeded to bloc | 
unleſs(perhaps)againſt ſome ſeditiousP read > 
er. Andthe Holy men of thoſe times uf = 
earneſt perſwaſions, to deterr men, incliniy os 
to that ſeyerity, from it; as not eſteemin £ 
eo agree with that entire Charity,that ſhox E, 
be in Chriſtians.St, A»gu/e. profeſſethhe by "ny 
rather be himſelf lain by them,then,bydereþ 7 
ing the Donatiſts,be any cauſe they ſhould y 8} 
dergo'the puniſhment of death.(Ep.127)TI het 
was the Temper of the Chriſtians , at " [ 
$00, years after Chriſt. But about the YeAmee 
Too00, the Chriſtian World began to puniſh, , 
Maiſcreants ( as branches not bearing fruit the 
Chriſt) by caſting them into the fire. Bur tl 0 
Devout men of thoſe Times did not appro 
of this rigour. St. Bernard, explaining thoſ ſhed 
words of Solomon , Take us the F 0xes, red. 
little Foxes, that ſpoil the Vines (Cant. 2.19 A 
If (faith he) according to the Alle ory, Why 
' the Vines we underſtand the Churches 7 
by the Foxes Hereſies, or rather Hereticks: © 
the meaning is plain, that Hereticks be raths 
taken, then driven away (C apientwr, dito, nb 
armis, ſed argumentis) taken, I fay, not by 
Arms, but Arguments, whereby their Er 
| ro 


ſho! 


[111 ] 
tours .may be refuted, and they themſelyes 
*, $*conciled. ( if poſsible ) to the Catholick 
*hurch. And that the Holy Ghoſt intends 
Pts. is evident (faith be) becauſe he doth no © 
Oy ſimply, Take the Foxes ({ed capite nobis) 
"_ w- the Foxes : fpbi ergo,& ſponſe ſued eſt 
Uatholice, jubet acquiri has vulpes, cum ait ca= 
vir eas nobts ( In Cantic. Serm, 64.) He 
ngfrommands therefore, that they be taken for 
Oimſelf, and his Spouſe, that is the Catho.. 
- ifck Church,when he faith, T ake ws the Foxes, 
Fhus the holy men,in that Age,in which they » 
dy firſt topped mens mouths , not with Argu- 
Fments,but Arms, judged of it. And indeed we 
"tave not'many Examples of perſons, ſuffering 


YAmeerly for Conſcience , till after the year 
nN216. in which Pope Innocent the Third laid 
# the foundation of that new Court , called 


" Ulfince the 1»qmſition ; who appointed ſuch, as 
4 Tſhould be convicted of Herelie (xt vivi in con- 
hol fpeftu hominum comburentar ) to be commut- 
> ited alive to the flames of fire, 

i And though ſuch proceedings are not at 
» Many good agreement with thoſe rules, and 
yexamples, which Chriſt hath left us in holy . 
21 $ripture : yet the practiſe hath been long 
WA ſince taken up in this Kingdom,and is in force 
- Fat this day by the Laws. 

®; ** Anno 1166. about thirty D#tch came hi- 


ther, 
a 
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ther, who deteſted Baptiſm, the Zacharif for 
 andother parts of Religion: and being by 
Scripture convicted in an Epiſcopal CouncqF? 
(called by the King at Oxford) they were co SW 
demned to be Whipped,aqd burnt in the face} ; B 
and a comtnand given, that none ſhould e- for 
ther recave, or releive them, fo that they} 
miſerably Periſhed. "a 
By the Common-Law(thart is, the Cuſton®© 
of the Realm) of Ergland, Hereticks are to) 
be Puniſhed by Conſuming them with Fire" 
*and(accordingly)there is a Writ De Heretic|*© 
ecmburends. Joo! 
| An Apoſtate Deacon, in a Councel held at at 
Oxford {by Stephen Langton) was firſt degra- E 
ded,and then (by Lay-hands) committed to]: 
the Fire. (Brado, 1. 3. de Corona, c.g) mJ 

In Edward the Third's daies (about the " 
Year 1347. ) two Franciſcans were Burnt, 4 
guod de Religions male ſentirent : becauſe they | 
theught amiſs of Religion. (Pol. Virg. Hiſt., _ 
Ang. 1. 19.) 

Knd in the year 1583. Copin and Thacker; he 
were hanged (at Saint Edmonds- Bury) for” 
publiſhing Brown's Book ( Cambd. ) which 
(faich Stow, P. 1174 ) Was Written againſt '_ 
the Common-Prayer Book,CA Fair Warning !} | bid 
And thus you ſce,if men will not be Subjet'];". 
to the Higher Powers,in matters of Religion 
for 


JUl 
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#plfor Conſcience ſake, they muſt be ſubje& Be. 
5 by cauſe of wrath for the Prince is entruſted 
Hcavith a Coercive Power, and bears nor the 
on {Sword in vain. 
ace. But becauſe itis a thing Morally impoſcible, 
1 &]for one man ( as the King ) to Govern the 
hey|whole Church in his Kingdom, Perſonally,by 

bimſelf : He may ſubſtitute, or delegate 0- 
tonfibers under him, to manage all his Power 
> ro}( which is communicable) in the Govern- 
re jment of the Church. 1 fay | communicable 
tig|>*cauſe there are ſome things inſeparable 
from the Supreme Power, as to Correct, Al- 
4 afÞfer; Ratifie, Repeal, or Make Null Canons, 
;ra:14nd Conſtirutions, made by any perſons un- 
| co [Er him, to reverſe, or map a Sentence 

inuſtly, or unduly paſſed , the right of Ap. 
helpfals ; of nominating Biſhops to their reſpe. 


_ tive Sees , of tranſlating, or depoſing them , 
Where he feeth cauſe. Theſe,and ſuch like, are 
if :Jincommunicable unto any, inſeparable from 
* Ylis Crown. Bur in all other things, that are 
Ley [oo of this nature , he may give Power to 0. 
ters to Govern the Church, to whom all 
fl perſons ow their obedience, by virtue of his 
uſt Delegation, as much as to the King himſelf, 
| Idecauſe it is the King,” that requires, or for.. 
4 bids any thing by them. Thus St. Petey re- 
-n Fares Chriſtians to pay.their obedience un- 
| ro 


On 
or 
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to Governours ſent by him, as well as to the 
King(the Supreme Power) Submit your ſelves 
to every Ordinance of man, for the Lord's ſake : 
whether it be to the King, as Supreme, or unto 
Governonrs, as unte them, that are ſent by him, 
for the puniſhment of evil-deers , and for the 
praiſe of them, that do well. (1 Pet. 2. 13,14.) 

The Governours ſent by the King in Ec- 
Cleſiaſtical Aﬀairs are the Reverend Biſoops. 
I take the word B:ſoop, not in the Common 


and General notion , as every Paſtour, or | 


P$ebyter, is a Biſhop : as he doth (*E=1- 
exo1iy)overlſee the particular Flock,commit- 
ted to his charge. Thus the Municipal /#- 


diles,among the Romays, were tiled Biſhops: | 


and Cicero ( Campane ore Epiſcopum ſe dicit 
conftitutum ) was Biſhop of the Campanias 
Terricory. But,(in a more proper, and pe- 
culiar fence) for perſons, who have not onely 
the over-ſight of the Flock, but even of the 
Paſtours themſelves , a diſtin& FunEion, and 
Dignity from Presbyters, as the Fathers, and 
Councels generally underſtand the word Zi- 
Hop. Now concerning theſe I affirm, 

Firſt, Epiſcopacy ( that is the Prelacy, or 
Preheminence of one Paſtour ameng the reſt) 
1s not repugnant to the Scriptures, If I e- 


vince this, that ſaying of Chriſt, - He, that is | 


ar againſt #5, 15 0 087 part (Matk 9. 40.) 


will 
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will contribute not a little to'the confirmati« 
on of this Order. And, if any man ſhall 
ſay,that this Order is repugnant to the Scri-. 
pture ( that is, if he preſutne to condetan 
the whole Chriſtian Church, for more then 
1000 years after Chriſt, of impiety, or fol- 
ly) he muſt neceſſarily take upon him the 
heavy ( that I fay not, intolerable) burthen 
of making it good. | 
Theres not ( that 1 am conſcious of) one 


 Textof Scripture, that affords any counte- 


nance to that opinion,unleſs that in St. Mat- 
thew ; Zeſus called them(the ten Apolſtles)anto 
him, and ſaid, Te knoW, that the Princes of the 
Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over them,and they, 
that are Great exerciſe Authority upon them : 
But it ſhall not be ſo among you: ( Mat. 20. 
25, 26.) And ſomewhat more to their pur- 
poſe) inthe tenth of St. Mark, 44. Whoſe- 
ever of you will be chiefet, ſhall be the ſervant 
of all. To theſe Texts I Anſwer, 

1. The Anabaptifts (of old) and other Fa- 
natick ſpirits, ſuppoſing the Antitheſs here 
to be between the Gentiles, and the Chriſti. 
an State, have extended the Pronoun | 'ry 
vuiv | among you,to the whole Goſpel-Charch, 
and all Chriſtians in it. And from thence 
they - conclude , that 7t 5s #nlawfull for 


Chriſtians to excrciſe argyfrte My Authe- 
Lt 2 rit), 
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rity over their * Brethren. <o that the ſame 
Text, by which ſome would cait Epiſcopacy 
out of the Church,is made uſe of by others (to 


as good purpoſe) to thruſt Magiſtracy out of 


the Chriſtian World. 

2. Some Learned Interpreters (weighing 
the expreſſion uſed by Chriſt, [ Kammxvgsrs- 
| @1y evſay | incas deminari, they Lord it 0. 
yer them (1d eſt, cum quadam acerbitate , Be- 
za ). with bitterneſs, and rigour) urderſ}ard 
Chrift*s prohibition of an unjuſt, and Ty- 
rannica! Power onely : ſuch as the Prirces 
of the Gentiles generally uſed over thoſe, 
that were ſubje&t tothem. And fo Chr;/f 
doth not dehcort his Apoſtles from exerciſing 
Power, and Authority over their Brethren , 
but onely from the Tyrannical abuſe of Pow- 
cr, 

3. The Presbyterians themſelves (in fo- 
reign Parts)do generally zcknowledg,that this 
Text (in St. art.) doth not take away the 
Eccleſ:aſtical HSEny of Teachirg , Bind- 
ing and Looſing,according to the Coſpel, vel 
gradus Ecclefiafticorum, a C _ inſtitutes , 
& datos Eccleſie ;, no, nor thoſe degrees of 
Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, that were inſtituted , 
and appointed his Church by Chriſt , Ape- 
files, Prophets, Teachers, &c. ( Pareus) he 
intends not by oy” Prohibition(in St. Afart.) 

e 0 


» 
OY 
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ro bring a Parity , or Equality into the 
Church : Nam fic tolleretur omnis ordo, inve- 
heretur confuſio (as He ) for fo all Order 
would be aboliſhed, and Confuſion introdu- 
ced in the room of it. 

4. The deſign, and intent of Ehrif (in 
the forementioned Text ) is not to take a- 
way all Preheminence,or Primacy among the 
Apoſtles , or Paſtours of the Church , but 
to admoniſh the Apoſtles (and enſuing -Pa- 
ſtours) of the Church, that rheir High, and 
Honourable Calling, hath the* Miniſtry, or 
Service of the Church,annexed toit. Now 
this is ſo far from being inconſiſtent with Pre- 
heminence, and Authority , that even Ki 
themſelves ſerve the Church, and Kingdom, 
in their High Calling. So King Antigonus 
to his Son , An s9noras, filt mi, neftrum re- 
gnum nobilem eſſe ſervitutem ? © Art thon 
* ignorant, O my Son , that our Empire is 
* nothing elſe, but a more noble ſervitude. 
Though therefore the Apoſtles , and their 


| Succeſſours, are required to be Miniſters,and 


Servants to all ; this doth -not take away 
their Preheminence any more, then a Shep- 
heard's ſerving his Flock, or a Tutour's ſer- 
ving his Pupil, or the King's ſerving his Sub- 
jets, takes away the rg 0k Authorj- 
ty , or Preheminence of the Shepheard, Tu- 

tour, 
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tour, or King; over thoſe, whom they ſerye, 
'* 5- This Text is fo far from aboliſhing 
Prelagy, and Preheminence, among the Apo- 
files, and Paſtours, that it confirms, and eſta- 
bliſheth it. For, when St. Adarthew, and St. 
AMark ſay, He that will be greateſt among 
700 ; St. Lake faith, [he that is greateſt] and 
[ he that is chief ] Luk. 22. 26. and you 
may obſerye,rthat our Lord Chriſt propounds 


his own example, as a pattern to them, xho-. 


foeuer will be Chief among you, let him be your 


Servant ;, even as the Son of Man came not | 


ta be 7 wnto,but to Miniſter. (Mat.20. 
27, 28. ) The Duty therefore of Miniſtring 
ta, or ſcrying others, doth not hinder , bur 
that he, who Miniſters, or ſerves , may be 
Greater, then thoſe, to whom he Miniſters - 
unleſs, by urging this Text for a Parity among 

aſtours, they intend to level (the great A- 
poſtle) Chriſt himſelf, to þe no more, then e- 
qual to the other Apoſtles. And one would 
wonder (did not Prejudice , and Intereſt 
draw a Film over the eye of mens Reaſon ) 
how any man could entertain a thought, that 
ever Chriſt intended a Parity amons Eccle- 
liaſtical Perſons ,- when, by his own finger: 
from Heaven, he hath fo evidently pointed 
ont a diſparity among them. He gave ſome 
Apoſtles ; and ſome Prophets ,, and ſome E- 
_ : vangel: s J 
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vangelifts , and tome Paſtowrs , and Trach- 
ers : (Epheſ. 4. 11.) which are not onely 
diſtin& FunRions in the Church, bur diſtin& 
Degrees ; as is evident by the Apoſtle, in the 
firſt to the Corinthians, 12. 28. And God 
hath ſet fome in the Church, fi-# Apoſtles , 
fecondarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers, after 
that Miracles, they Gifts of Healings, &. 

The Evangeliſts themſelves are (as Hie- 
nom. ad Fabiol.) Secunds ordinis, 3 minors 
fradas ,, but of a ſecond Order, and inferi- 
our degree, ( Dignitate minores Apoſtolis , 
4 Calviy ) inferiour to the Apoſtles in Di- 
Snity. The firſt Aﬀertion then (namely , 
That Epiſcopacy, that is the Prelacy, or Prehe- 
minence of one Paſtor among the reſt, is not 
repugnant to the Scriptares, ) 1s undeniably 
true, 


Secondly, The Church Catholick (that is, 


| the Congregation of Chri#ians in all the 


World, ) hath received, and embraced the 
Epiſcopacy we contend for. To this all the 
Fathers (without exception of _ one) bear 
witnefs, He among them , who aſcribes 
leaſt to Epiſcopacy, St. Ferom, who was not a 
Biſhop, but a Presbyter of an inferiour Or- 


| der ( whoſe Teſtimony therefore may ſtand 


in ſteadot many) faith, 7» toro orbe decretuns 
ef, ut unus, de Presbyteris eletFus, ceteris (u- 
| I 4 perponeretar : 
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perpontretur : ad quem omnis cura E erlef 
 gertineret. - It is univerſally decreed, 
#::e,choſen from among the Presbyters,ſhould 
be ſet over the reſt, ro whom the whole care 
of the Church ſhould appertain. And that 
this was the univerſal Cuſtom of the Church, 
appears by this, becauſe thoſe Hereticks, who 
made a ſeparation from the Church Catho- 
lick, did yet retain this Order among them. 


Thus the Anthour of the Homies upon St, 1 


Matthew. Hereticks, in their $chiſm, have all 
thoſe things among them, Which are proper to 
the true Church. (s imiliter Ecclefias, ſumils 
ter Scripturas, ſumiliter Epiſcopos, ceterosque 
Clericorum ordines.) They have their Congre- 
gations, Scriptures, Biſhops, and other Orders 
of | the Clergy , as the Church hath. Aerins 
indeed (in a Pang of indignation, becauſe 
he miſſed a Biſhoprick, which he ſtood for) 
would have made himſelf equal vo the Reve- 
rend Biſhops , by. broaching this Do&rine 
( Precbyterum ab Epiſcopo nulla differentia diſ- 
cerus debere.) That a Presbyter ought not to 
be diſtingaiſhed by any difference | a Bi- 
ſhop; but this errour of his was condem- 
ned by the whole Church, When one wrote 
to St. Ferom, (Nihil intereſt inter Epiſcopum 
& Presbyterum.) There is no difference be- 
tween a Biſhop, and a Presbyter : he mos: 
m'S., | _ 


| tur, naufraginm ) you make 
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ved him ſharply in the Anſwer, which he re- 
turned ( Hoc ſatis imperite) This was not 
faid for want of ignorance (7 porty, at dici- 
ipwrack (as 
they fay Proverbially)in the Haven. 

Thirdly, The Epiſcopacy under our preſent 
conſideration, is of venerable Antiquity.in the 
Church : having it's riſe in the Apoſtles time. 
In proof of which, we can have no better E- 
yidence, then the Catalogue of Biſhops in 
Irenens, Enuſebins, Socrates, and Theodoret ;, 
who begin from the Age, 1n which the A 
les lived. Now no man can deny his aſſenr 
to ſuch Grave Authority , ſo-unanimouſly 
conſpiring in matter of fa&, without incur- 
ring the guilt of or irreverence, and 
pertinacy. It is, as it one ſhould deny(thar, 
which all the Romas Hiſtories affirm)that the 
Conſulſhip of Rome began from the Baniſh- 
ment of the 7 arquins. 

. Will you hear St. Ferom ? Alexandrie, 4 
Marco Evangelifta, Presbyteri unum ſemper, 
ex ſe eleftum , incelſiori grads collocatum , 
Epiſcopum nominabant. (Ep. 85.) The Pres- 
byters of Alexandria , ever ſince St. Mark 
he Evangeliſt, having choſen one from a- 
mong themſelves,and exalting him to an high- 
er place, tiled him Biſhop. | 

St. Ma rkdied in the eighth year of Nero, 
; about 
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About the year of our Lord 62, whoſe Suc.]. Tl 
ceſſour (St. Foy the Apoſtle yer living) wagf*.*P 
Amiauss ; to him ſucceeded Abilins, to 4Þ'&Y 
bilias, Cerdo, Aﬀeer the Death of St. FamerÞ&<* 
Simon ſucceeded him, in the Biſhoprick af*** 
Feruſalem. Aﬀeer St. Peter's departure, Lf prc 
wes, Anacletus, and Clement ; or(as ſome) StÞY* 
Peter yet living , ſate in the Epiſcopal Chaifſ®? 
at Rowe: as Evodias, and 1gnatins did at An * 
tioch, A Record of ſuch Antiquity, confirF 
med by 17natins, the Diſciple of St. Joby Þ" 

cannot. be rejected by any , ſave ſuch onelyF?.* 
who have no Faith for any thing, that chem-F 4 
ſelves ſaw nor. Who may as well deny, thatÞ-**® 
ever there was a Philip of Spain, or Lewidf'® 
of Fraxce, or Henyy King of England, asf,” 
that the perſons, before mentioned, were Bi-TF £4 
ſhops of their reſpe&ive Sees. Þ fe 

Fourthly, The Epiſcopacy we intend, isap-F7” 

proved by. Divine Right,or (as Bcer expreſ- * 

fethit) Y, iſum Spirits $antto,utinter Presby- | 

reros unus Curam fingularem gereret. It ſeemed ah 

Sood nnto the Hof) Ghoſt, that one among 

the Presbyters ſhould have the eſpecial careÞP'® 

of the Church, Of this we have an undenia-* 1, 

ble Argument, in the book of the Revelati- $i 

ens : Where we find Chriſt from Heaven — 
commanding St. Zohy to write unto the ſeven |." 

Angels of the Churches of Aſa. © " © 

44 The 
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16.4 The Title of Auge/ may, I -acknowledg , - 
7a$ applyed (in a general fignification ) ta 
4Þry particular Paſtour, or Precbyter, But 
cre it is manifeſt Chy;ſt intends one, in each 
tharch onely + whom he tiles the Angel, in 
7:þ proper, and peculiar ſence, For, Itis no 
ways probable , that Churches ſo large, of 
aioJoch valt extent, as Epheſus, Smyrna, and the 
7, -t were, had but one Paſtour, or Presbyter , 
5" each of them, Nay, itis certain, and e- 
, dent, concerning Epheſus, that in the days 
ye St Paul, there were mony Presbyters or- 
nained, or conſtituted to fee the Church of 
af od. Aﬀs 20. 17. Ard from Miletus be 
nigNevt to Epheſus , and called the Elders of the 
afenwreh, and ſaid unto them (verle 28.) Take 
\; Weed wnto your ſelves, and to all the flock, &c, 
to feed the Church of Ged. And we may as 
rationally conclude, concerning the reſt, that 
= there were many Paſtours in each Church, 
pa Why then ſhould Chri## direct his Epiſtle to 
4 10E , | the Angel ] if there had not been 
ne amons them of a Superiour Function, 
By and more eminent Dignity ? Sub Angels no- 
_ ine (faith St. Auguſtine, Epift. 162.) lax- 
," [aatur prepoſitus Fecleſie ,, Under the name 
; [*f the Agel he commends the Prefect of the 
 IChurch, Angelos , Ecclefiis preſidentes dt- 
xit: ( Hierom) By Angels , he anvertinnty 
| the 


4 
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the Preſidents of the Churches. And for. eb 


 Smyrua, Polycarpus was ( without contro- 
yerſie) Biſhop of it , ordained by St. 7ohy 
( as Bullinger himſelf acknowledgeth)and - 
renens faith of him (7. 3.c. 3.) Polycarpae 
non folum ab Apoſtolis eruditus, &Cc. Polycarp 
was not onely inſtructed by the Apoſtles, and 


converſant with divers of thoſe perſons,who 


faw our Lord in the fleſh, butin Aſa he 


was conſtituted, by the Apoſtles, Biſhop of the | - 
Church of $myr»a, whom 1 ſaw (faith the] 


Father) while I was a young man. I who 
ly wave many other Evidences, and deſcend 


to a late Proteſtant Writer, Marlorat (inls |; 


enum) St. John, faith he, mentions firſt the 
Church of Epheſus , in reſpe& of the di- 
gnity of the place ; Nec populum aggreditur, 
ſed Principem Cleri, utique GL And 
he doth not apply himſelf to the people, but 
to the Principal of the Clergy, to wit, the 
Biſhop. And becauſe the Authority of Mr. 
Beza, and Doctour Reinolds, may poſibly 

o furcheſt with thoſe, who have no oreat 
riendſhip for the Epiſcopal Dignity, ler us 
(in the Point in hand) hear them. To the 
Angel (faith Beza)ideft, Tlegso51:, Quem 
nimr um oportuit inprimis de his rebus admone- 
Ti, AC per enum cateros collegas , totamque ade 
Ecelefam. That is the Preſident, who firſt 
ought 


for; 


ro- 
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wghe to be adrroniſhed, ard by him his Col- 
zoues, ard ſo the whole Church, 

Reinolds , in bis Contererce with Hart 
(c. 8. $8. 3.) ſaith. Thengh there were in 
the Charchof Epheſus many Presbyters, and 
Paſtonrs,to Adminiſter to that Church, yet there 
bas cne cver thoſe many, Whem oxr Saviour 
Piles the Angel of the Church, to whom be di- 
nts thoſe things, Which ke wenld have the reſt 


* [to learn from him. 


* Again, the moſt antient Greck Manu- 

cripts of the New Teſtzment, in the conclu. 

fon of the ſecond Fpiſtle to Timcahy, bave 

theſe words ITe:s Tiuchtoy Suleeg,7hs "Eqtoloy 

Wnxanoias melo emigxomey, &c, The ſecond 

Epiſtle to Timethy, erdained the firſt Biſhep of 
the Church of the Epkeſians &c.Ardintheend 
of the Fpiſtle to Tirzs,, we tranſlate from 

the ſame Varuſcripts, It was written to T- 

trs, ordained the firſt Biſhop of the Charch of 
the Cretians. Ard St. [gnatins tells us, that 
Evcdins ( bis Predeceſſcur ) was ordained 
Biſhop of the Epheſians, by the Apfiles (Tas 
ya Ter *Amoctiaov.) 


I will add onely to this, that God himſelf 


' (who gave Laws in mediately to the people 


of the 7ews) conſtitured, ard appointed an 
High-Prieſt , upon whom he .conterred Pre- 
lecy, and Preheminence,ovethe reſt of the 
Prieſts, 
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Prieſts. And if any man objeR , that the[ 


High-Prieſt was a Type of Chriſt, I acknow- 


ledg it1s true. But che entire Inſtitution of 


his Office was not for that endonely , his 
Eminence was conferred upon him for Ordet 
fake in the Church, As Kingly Government, 
was (ina fort) Typical of Chrift , but be. 
cauſe it was nor onely Typical of Chrift, 
but Inſtituted likewiſe for the great ends of 
Government, it may,and ought to be retain- 
e&d : and fo Prelacy among Paſtours, condu- 
cing ſo much , as it doth, ro Order in the 
Church, ought not to be aboliſhed, though it 
were Typical in the High-Prieſt, 
| Thus you have an account of theſe Gover- 
nours in the Church (the Reverend Biſhops) 
ſent by the King, 1 mean, 1n teſpe& of the 
External,and Accidental things of Religion ; 
they have another Miſfion, even from the 


Holy Ghoſt,in reſpe& of the Internal Preach- 


ing, and Adminiſtring Sacraments, Ordaim- |! 


ing, Binding and Looſing, and fuch like. Since 
then Prelacy is not contrary to the Scri- 
ptures, fince the Church Catholick hath re- 
ceived,and embraced it,fince it is of very Re- 
verend Antiquity,and approved of by Divine 
Right; this one would think, ſhould be c- 


nough to prepagg a room for it in the heart |P! 


of any pious, and fober Chriſtian , enough, 
ro 
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| to beget in us a reverent eſteem of the calling 
'| of Biſhops,to work in us a chearfull fubmiſ- 


ſion to, and ready compliance with the Rites, 
and Ceremonies in the Worſhip of God, 
commended to, and required of us, byifuch 
perſons, delegated to that end by the Prince, 


| whoſe Authority, in matters of Religion , 


hath ſufficiently been aſſerted. 

I will yet add ( for the better reconciling 
this Order to the affections of ſome men)two 
words. 

I. The Conveniency, and Expediency 
( that, I ſay not, Necelsity) of Conformity, 
and Agreement , between the Eccleſiaſtical, 
and Civil Government. Thereis ſuch an af 
finity between theſe two, that in Common- 


; | Wealths,where the Government is by many, 


always commend the Aﬀairs of the 
Church to the Clergy , or Presbytery, and 


'[ not to a Biſhop : but where the Covern- 
in; | ent is Monarchucal in the State, Epiſcopacy 


I the Church is onely conformable to it ; 
Presbytery no way comporting with Monar- 
>&y. Hence that Preverbial ſaying, No Bi- 
Bop, No King.” A laying that may be eaſily 
derided, bur nor ſo eaſily refuted. Our late 


'Ifad Experiences have ensraven it in ſuch Ca- 


pital Characters upon the underitandings of 


al ſober, and unprejudiced perſons, that it 
| will not cafily be defaced. . I" 
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. II; The Utility, and Advantages, that rec] : 


dound to the Church by Epiſcopacy. 1 


might entertain you (upon this Head) wathſ”: 
the unanimons conſent of all Hiſtorians, but] 


T ſele& his Teſtimony onely, who,of all the 
Antients, had the leaſt affection for Biſhops, 
St. Ferom (ad Tit, c. 1. ) Toto orbe decrt 


trum eſt, ut ad tollenda ſchiſmata, & asſſiaia, : 


wnas, ae, Presbyteris eleftus,ſuperponeretur ca 


zeris. It is univerſally decreed, that, for the] 


prevention of Schiſms, and differences, one 
choſen out of the Presbyters, be ſer over the 
reſt, Andagain , Eccleſie ſalus in ſumm 
ſaceraotis, id eſt, Epiſcops, dignitate conſiſtst; 
The fafety of the Church conſiſts in the Di- 


gnity of the High-Prieſt, that is, the Biſhop? |. 


to whom, if there be not a Peculiar Power, 
diſtin& from all others, annexed; Tot in 
Eccleſia efficientur ſchiſmata, quat ſacerde- 


tes. (adverf. Lacif. ) ,There will be as many | 


Schiſms, as Prieſts in the Church. 


... Our own Chronicles tell us, that King | 
EaWward the Elder , by Conſtituting five | 


new Biſhops, ſtopped an Inundation of Pa- 
ganiſm , ready to break in on the Weſt; for 
want of Paſtours. | | 
_ If any man queſtion, or doubt of the 
Utility of this Reverend Order, let him look. 
back upon the Torrent of Cratation; ou 
t | y ; 


re. 


£r29} 


:{v; and Blaſphemy ,; that brake in. upon us,” & 
* white theſe Banks were by violent hands 
-thrown down. Hoc Ithacus velit, &c, The 


;Exurpation of Epi/copacy in theſe Kingdoms 
is the firft-bory of the Pope's delires, That , 
which his £oul longs for, as for the frr 
fruit, you know the Apologue , how, t 
#elves would make peace with the Sheep , 
upon the condition, they would hang upall 


-eheir dogs. Ler but Epi/copacy, and che Li. 


t#rg7, be aboliſhed, and the Papifts, i allure 
you, ſhall promiſe you.peace upon any terms, 
There is nothing (that I know ot) objette& 
zeainkt this Order, but (that,great Bug-bear) 
the Conenant. Have we not lifted HP OY bands 


{Þ70.the Gedof Heaven, and'fworn the Extirpar 
| ton of Prelacy ? How then can we admit 


Biſhops, or ſubmit to them, being reſtored ? 
To this I Anſwer, Anmwnlawfull Oath 0b- 


| lige:h ro notbing, bur repentance. An mjuft 
40ath, voluntarily taken , or 1mpoſed by an 


unlawfull Authoricy , is nor binding to any 
man's Conſcience. | | | 

You have Covenanted, and ſworn the Ex- 
tirpation of Prelacy : fo did Herod binde him- 


| ſelf with an oath to Herodzas Daughter, that he 

| would give 'her wha:ſoever ſhe [ſhould ask , 

| Matthew xiv.'7.” ſo did certain Fews binde 

;| themſelves with an Oath of Execraticn , that 
Ki 


they 
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'they would neither eat, wor drink, till they had 


killed Paul, As xxiii. 12, Had thoſe men |. 


done well 1n killing Pa! , becauſe they had 
bound themſelves by a cxr/e? or did Herod 
well , in giving 7ohn Bapriſt's Head to the 
Damſel , for his Oath*s ſake ? you will (T pre- 
ſume) ſay, No. 'Why No? would you not 
have them keep their Oath? I; but it was 
an »njrſt Oath. So was yours, and will be 
found defefive in the Properties, required in 
a ju} Oath, Truth, 7»dgment,and Righteon|- 
neſs(er. iv.2.) And we may ſoberly ſuppoſe, 
'that many men Covenanted againſt the Zi. 
forps, for their Land's ſake onely, As the Earl 
of Kildare , being Arraigned for burning a 
"Church in Treland,ſaid,}He would never have 
det fire to the Church, it ke had not thought 
the Bip bad been in it. But,ifany man can 
fay,He took the Covenant,in Trath, Pudgmemw, 
and Righteouſneſs, be might lie under ſome 
'temptation of keeping it, had it not wanted 
*(thar, which is eſſcztially neceſſary ro render 
an Oath cblig;ngo) a lawlull Authority to im- 


*poſe it. Bur, ſeeing it wanted this, ( which . | 


were Treaſon to deny) no man's Conſcience 
"1s obliged by it: and he, who will perſiſt in it 
becauſe he hath rakey ir, juſtifies his doing of? 


vil,by doing of worſe.Since therefore througl 


"the goodneſs of God, and his 2{ajeftie's un4'; 
- daunted* 


0 1M- 
ich it 
1ence 
nl 
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daunted Reſolution ) the Reverend Biſhops 
' are reſtored to the Church; and cut as Gt 
vernours by the King : if you be Members of 
this Spiritual Howſe , you muſt fubmit-to 
their Dire&t:ions, and [njunttions, in all Rites, 
Ceremonies, and Circumſtances of Religion, 
"Which fairly leads' me to ( rhe laſt thing in- 
tended) the Confidiraticn, and Vindication of 
t he Liturgy of our Church. 

The C alves of oyr lips (our Prayers) are a 
ſervice more accep:able to the God of Hea- 
yen, then Hecatombs of Oxcn, Thouſands of 
Rams, or ten Thouſand Rivers of Oy/, An 
Heathen could ſay, 'Evyas To's Otois, s bag 
lus Prayers are -a more acceptable Sacrifice 
to God, then Oxen; That part of our lives, 


"+ which we ſpendin Prayer, is the moſt celeſti- 


al, and Nivine. Prayer 15 a Duty 10 abſolutely 
neceſſary for every perſon,who acknowledg.. 
eth a Deitie, that Narxre bath dictated it to 
thoſe, who were firangers to the Scriptures, 
and Al/tens to the Cammon-wealth of Iſrael. The 
| Mariners(in }onah) when the Storm was up- 

on them,cryed,every man,unto his God ;(Chap. 
i. verſe 5.) andthe 2r:of the Ship rebuked 
the Propher birsſelt ſharply for neglecting this 


rougl 


Le 


un 


Duty, with what meaneſt thou, O Sleeper ? A- 
riſe,call upenthy God; verſe 6. he $*1 bath 
never yet beheld a perſon ſo impudent (pro- 

= T7 vided 


. 
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-vided he did not /ay in his beart with David's 
-Fool, T here is no Goa). as plaitily, and lirec- 
ly, to condemn this .Dwty. Inthe exerciſe, 
or performance of which weare diverſly oon- 
cerfied : ' afrer one mariner, as we ate Wen, 
private perſons: and after another, as we 
are Chriſtians, and members of (this Spiritn- 
ul hoſe, or family) the Church. 

As Private perſons, we are left free, to 
make choice of ſuch 7;»e, Place, and Form, 
as the Exipgence of our preſent occafions re- 
qunre. 

Firſt, For Time : either the $5xth hour(asSt. 
Peter, in A&s x. 9.) or the Ninth hour (as the 
Centurion, verſe Z) either thrice a'day, as Na- 
vid). ut Evenits, Mornins, and Noon (Pal. 
lv. 17.) "Or Sexves times a Day, as He, 
Pal. cxix. 164 . | 
. Secondly, For Place : eitherin the Cloſer, 
Upper-Room, Garden, Fields, or elſwhere, 
with conventſency. 

Thirdly, Forthe Manner : either taking 


unto onr ſelves words, and expreſſions of our ] 


own, 'or making uſe of apt, and pertinent 
Forms 1nvented by others. In all thefe Cir- 


eumftances we are free, and at our own ele&:- | 


on, as private perſons, But, as we arein 
Family, Members of the houſe, a publick body, 
weare not tefi free, butareiunder the direRti- 

on 
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on of our Spiritual guids, Or Gevermars, it 
all theſe reſpects of time, place, and form. 
Inthe ro fuck of theſe, r5me, and. place, al 
(who are called Chriſftiaxs) agree, that the 
King, (or Governors under him) may pre- 

ſcribe, that pab/ique Prayers ſhall be made at 
ſuch ri»2es, and in ſuch placeronely. Bur the 
third,the preſcribing a Form, will by no means 
be allowed by ſome to che Spiritual Gover- 
wo#rs, Or any others, And others (who allow 
the Xing, and thoſe, who are under him, av» 
thority co preſcribe a form of publigne Prey- 
er) wil not admit of that, which we call The 
Back of Common Prayer, and Adminiftration 
g the Sacraments, I fhall endeayour there. 

re, firſt,to vindicate ſet Forms of Prayer in 
General , and, ſecondly, the Zitargy of our 
Church in Particular. 

Firſt, For the /awfwlneſs,and expediencie of 
ſet Forms of Prayer , I offer four Argu. 
ments. 

Firſt, The Example of God bimelf,and of 
ſome Holy men, who were enſpired by.the He- 


' ty Ghoſt.” In the ſixth Chapter of the Book of 


Numbers, verſe 22, and foreward, you have 
a formof Bleſſing the people preſcribed, by 


* God himſelf, ro Aaron, and his ſons. The 


Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Speak wnto Aa- 


ron, and his ſons, ſaying, On this Wiſe ye ſhalt 
9d K 3 


bleſ” 
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blefs the Children of Iſrael, - ſaying unto them, 
The Lord bleſs thee, and keep thee ,, the Loxdl 
make bis face ſhine upon thee,and be gr acions\uW- 
to thee : the” Lord lift up his countenance ' upon 
thee, and givt'thee pracea And, as God pre. 
ſcribed the Przeftsa Form to Bleſs the peopl?) 
ſo he preſcribes the Peoplt'a”Form., in'th 
words, And theu ſhalt go yuto the Prieſt, that 
fall be-in thoſe days, and ſay unto him, I pro- 
feſs this day unto the Lord thy God, that Fam 
come untothe Countrey, which the Lord ſware 
ants our Fathers for to give us '( Deut ; xxvi. 
2) and (verſe 5. ).Thou ſhalt Speak, and ſay 
before the Lord thy-God, 'A-Syrian ready to pe- 
r:/h was my Father, '&0, un * . 

When'they went to Battel,a'Fory was pre- 
ſcribed (Dent: xx. 2.) a-foris of Thanksgi- 
ving for vittory, and detiuerance."' 'Then ſang 
Moſes; andthe Children of Wirael, this Song #n- 
to the Lord, and ſpake, ſaying. 1 will ſrug unto 
the Lord : for he hath triumphed oloriouſly, | the 
Horſe, and his Rider hath He. thrown into the 
Sex, &c.« (Ex0d. xx; 1.\ ) This Song -was 
compoſed by.:ofes , © andlearned by all the 
People, - and repeated again; in the ſame 
words, by Miriam, ( verſe 21.) And Miri- 
am an{wered them, Sing Je unto the Lord: for 
&c. King Hezekiah, delivered fromDeath,did 
hot onelpcompole a Ser-Form of Thanksgi- 
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ving ; but uſed it all the Daies. of his Life. The. 
Lord was ready to ſave me ; therefore We Wi{l- 
ſino my Songs.to the ſtringed Inſtruments, ll. 
the daies of our Life in the Houſe .of the Lord. 
(1a.xxxviin,ao.) And the ſame Hezekzah cor 
manded th2 Levites to fing praiſes ro God, 
with-the words of David,and Aſaph.(2 Chroy. 
xXxiX. 30.) VVith the Words ef David , and 
Aſaph, that. is, with Forms , compoſed by 
thoſe Sacred Pen-men. | 

Secondly, The Prattiſe., and Precept of 
our Lord Chriſt in the New Teſtament is a 
ſecond Argument. : | 

- 1; This Pra&:ſe.(Matth. xxvi. 44.) And he 


; I left them, and he Went again , and prayed 


the third time, ſaying the ſame words. And 
again upon the Croſs (Matth,xxvii. 46.) A4y 
God, my Ged, Why haſt then forſaken me ? 
The expreſle . words” of David ( Pal. 
XX11.1.) 

2. VVehave, his Precept likewiſe, in pre- 
ſcribing the Pater Neſter, not onely as a Pat- 
tern; but Form of Prayer. -For, though he 
ſay in St. Matthew, After this manner there- 
fore pray ye, Onur Father, &c. (Matt, vi.g..) 
yet ne faith in St. Lake, Whey ye pray, ſay , 
Our Father, &c. ( Lake $1. 2.) Since there- 
fore Chriſt (in whom all the Treaſures of 
Wiſdom, and Knowleag, were hid, in whom the 

Os falneſs 
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fulmſs of the Godhead dwelt body, to whom 


the. Spirit Was ms given by meaſare: preſcribes; 
and practiſeth'a Form of Prayer , the Sous of 


Mex may , without ban, ro their? 
Parrs, or Gifts, y make uſe of a Set- 
Form. 

' Thirdly, The Example of St. Fohn Bap- 
iff. who raughe his Diſciples to Pray, 


ribing chem a Form: (which occaſioned: 


the Diſciples of Chriſt to defire, and him to” 
aniwer cheir re , in giving them a Form) 
Lake xi. 1.- To which (that-excetlent Per- 
ſon, whoſe loſs the Church could hardly have: 
fuſtained; had not God, by his Providence, in' 


taking him'from ws, near che trme of His Ma-'v| 


jeſtie's hippy Reſtanracion,ſwallowed'np our 
Sorrows in victory of that Joy.) the ever-. 
t0-be-Honoured® Dotonr Hammond adds 
an ApoſtolicaExample;, frem-rhat ſaying of 
Saint Paxl.,in the firſt to the Corinthians, xiv. 
26: How is it they Brethren ?. when you come 
repether , 'eviry one of you hath a Pſalm: 
hich ( farch he ) refers to ſome of the 
Phaſms of David, «© 4 faph ; which were then. 
0 dinarily uſtd'in their devotion *: and; becauſe 
every ont had his feveral Pſalm, it is therefore 
; ones by the” Apoſtle, as a thing tending to 
Cop] #/107. | wy 
+ Poaihty, The Pradfe of rhe Univerſal 
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- | Church. He, who lifts, need not glean aftey 
{the Reapers, but may fill his Boſom with 
[ſheaves of Teſtimonies, collected by the diki- 


gent hand of Cafſander : and fince by 
the | late VVriters concerning  Ejtwrs 
Fees, 


The Greek Church hath Records of 7;- 


[rwrgies, or ſer Forms of Prayer, made by Sy. 


mes, contracted by St. Bal, and again ab- 
reviated by St. Chryſoftow. And Hiſtories 
mention a . Form of M _—_ : Which 
alone ( they ſlay) was uied in the Roman 
for a great while, And we have mon. 

tion fikewife of St. Afark's Litnrgie, But 
(chongh” cheſe may admir ſome feruple, op 
doubt) St. Azg»ſtine ( ] amfure) ſpeaks of 
ſome- Forms, retained 1n the Church, (and 
fill cobe foand in our Liturgy) particularly 
thar ('in the HE_ of the Lord's 
Supper) of Sr(um corda, &c. Lift up your 
heerts. Of which he ſaich, os they ae ers 
ba ab ipþs Apoftolorum temporibus petita) ex- 
hci, bowed from the very times'of 


i [the Apoſtles. 


And for many other particular Forms/uſed 
by us) we find them in Cyril of Fernſalem his 
atechiſm. Jonatins 1s clear, and expreſs 
for a Form ; Tlay]«s ii 73 au]s iy T5 rgoceu. 
Xi , due ovrigged8 ,' ia Nantes Tow to ml 


fig 
8 


| [_ 13: ] 
Tis res Ep: ad Magn?ſ.) Let all meet toge- 
ther to the ſame aQion:(or,place) in-Prayer , 
Let there be one Common Prayer, one minde,; 


And- (waving plenteous.\1 nſtances). ta he nd 


Grand Teſtimony-of Ser-Forms , inſtead of 
many. The Milevitan Conneel, C. 12. Ply: 
ex, ut preces, que pribate faerint 1n.Ceontilin, 
ab omnibus celebrenturi;, mec alie omnino dican- 
tar Eeclefra, nifs que a'prudentioribus tra- 
Henter., vel comprebate ' in Synodo. furrints, 
we forge aliquid contra. fidem, aut per- 1qnorans 
tam, ant, per minis: ſtugium,” fit compoſotum, 
The Gourcel thought 'good, that the Pray; 
ers, which were approved in, the Councel ; 
ſhould. be. uſed” by.,all.,-and that no: other 
' ſhould be faid in the Church; but thoſe; that 
had been. weighed-by the more prudent, or 
approved in a Synod ;. /eft any thing through 
sgmranuce, or neglett,- ſhould be done againſt the 
Fauh.. Theſe - are ſome Arguments... ( ar 
mong-oihers ) for the, vindication of. Li- 


twrgies,.0r Set-Forms-of Prayer 4n General. I 


proceed to conſider, - 


Seconfly, The Cempofition of our L,itwrgy 
(the Liturgie of the Church of Exglaya)and in 
| parluznce of this;-I ſhall advance by three 
ſteps, | 
The Derifion, Scorn, and Reproach, 

which 
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- Þ#bich 1s caſt upon our Lit#rgy,»by.many, 1s 


ſo far from being a ſtumbldg-bleck., -or 
ſtone of offence, \to; ſcandalize:'any diſcern. - 


Jicg © briftian, that iris rather an:Argument, 


evincing 'the - dignity /, and -excellency' of 
1 .For. f ws + '7 


F irft ,. The beſt things when they are fer up 
25a mark to ſhoot at, by perſors-poſleſſed wi 


> Idifdain, or diſlike of them, may be cavitted ar, 


and faulred, eaſily ſcorned,and derided. Some 
Criticks have been fo bold , as to finde fawlr 
with'che Frame, and order of the great Fa- 
brick: of the World, and called-it (Blaſphe- 
mouſly ) Kuxtord, and que 149”, confuſion, -or 
Confuſed mixture,. and it 1s-reported of A4& 
pPhonfo (Surriarned The zy1/e) one of the Kings 
of 4 ary op he uſedmany times to ſay, That, 
if he had ſtod at God's elbow when he -made 


the World, .. inany-things ſhould have been 
ordered; better,-:then they werein the firſt 


I Creation. | 


; Secondly, We ought not to be Scandalized-at 
our Liturgie invreſpet of the ſcoffs &jears of 
its adverſaries, becauſe it is no-more then the 
Holy Ghoſt hath- foretold concerning theſe 
times, by the Apoſtles, St Peter, and. St: 7ade. 
There ſpall come in the laſt days ſofas a ; 

ere 
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T bere faalt be Mockers in the laſt time, (Jude 
2$,) Though therefore men ſhile it, 1n derifi. 


.on,7 he Englifh 1Maſ5- Book,,and The Starve., 
xe-Book, and what not that is ugly ; ' theſe 


may argue the Unchriſtianneks of the perſons, 
that bg|ch them forth, but they do not evince 
- the Anti-Chriſtianity of our Litwrgie, 

Thirdly, As when one. goes forth to en- 


counter his Adverfary, with a Ruſh, or Reed] 
onely in bis hand,we ratiorally conclude,that 


he bath not a Sword,or Spear in his Armory 


$o,when men bring railing Accuſations onely 


_ our Lit«rg:e,we-may ſafely conclude, J | 
Thac it is becaufe they are deſtitute of every 
thing, thar 3s ſolid, or ſubſtantial to chargeit || 
with. Uratur _ a—_—_ _—— i 
poteſt. We may indulge them the liberty,of 
|= Paſhon,who T.. not how to make uſe ok 


of Reaſon. 

IT. Though ſomeperſons have ( through 
ignorance or malice) bitterly reproached our 
Liturgie, yet God hath raiſed up others, who 
have fairly. bleſſed, and put a Crown up, 
on the head ofit. Mr. Calvis himſelf hath 


afforded it fuch a fair Teſtimony under his | 


Hand,that one would think, his Diſciples (for 


their Maſter's reputation at leaſt) ſhould for- | - 


bear to blaſpheme it. Quod ad formnlan pre- 


exm,& Ritunm Ecclefiatticorum,valde probe, | 


Mt 
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riff. {1t terta ile ext, 9ne Paftoribues tiſcedere by 
me. | PunttHone ſua ncn licent. Tat wt conſulutur 
eſe bynornndam fimplicitati, C imperitie, quiny ut 
ans. | certins ita confltt omminm winter ſe Ecolefoarnss 
nce bConſenſre. Poſt rome rium ut ibvitm entur tt- 
ſultorie quorundam Kvitati , qui novationes 
en. [9 ardarm xffe tant (Ep.$7.wrote to the Duke 
eed (Of Fomer ſer the Proretour, 22 Offob. Are 
ha ſ# $48.) 
ry;} Concerning your Form of Prayer, and Ec- 
cleſiaftical Rires, T do much approveofa cer. 
de. {tain Ser-Form , from which itThall not be 
: [lawful for the Paſtours, in their Miniſtration, 
ej 1 to recede; as well for their ſakes, who are 
vo, | ignorant,andunlearned , as that the Conſent 
of :of the'whole Charch may thereby the berter 
aſe {ppear, Andlaftly, to prevent the Deſukory 
Levity of ſome, who affet Novelries. | 
- Arch-Biſhop Cranper ſhaving Tranſlated * 
ar {King Edward's Common-Prayer- Bock int@ 
ho | Lathe, fent it ro Mr. Bucer, and required his 
Judgment of it : who anſwered, That there 
ch | 2 wothing in 1t;but What Was taken out of the 
iis | ord of God : or which was not againſt it(com- 
or | modeexceptum ) being 1aken in a good ſenſe. 
ts | There are fomethings indeed ( qua nifi quis, 
e. | Ee.) which wmaleſs they be interpreted with 
7 Camndior , muy ſeem wot [0 ugreeable tanto the 
ur. | Ford of God tnamwhich unmict men may wreſt 
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auto matter of Contention. Upon which occaſi- 
.on, that Book was ſurveyed; and, in'thoſe 
.particulars, ſubje& to ſuch Cavils, corrected. 
4 ſhall add-onely to theſe two Foreign Teiti- 


.mones, an equal number of our own Coun-| 


, .trey-men,(both Martyrs.) | 
, Mr. 7ehn Hullyer, (Fellow of Kmg's Col- 
legein Cambrido) who ſuffered Martyrdom 
in Queen Mary's days, Anno 1557.) being at 
the Stake, among many other Books, that 
were thrown into the fire to him,it happened, 
that a Commer-Prayer-Bock fell between his 
bands,whieh he joytully received,open'd;and 
read, till the Aame and ſmoak ſuffered him 
rot to ſee any more: and then he tell to 
Prayer, holding his hands up to Heaven, and 
the Book between his Arms , next his Heart, 
thanking God for that mercy in ſending him 
w( Atts, & Mon. pag.18 18.) 

 Doectour Taylor(in the Cryference between 
bim,and Garaimer,}an.22 Anno 1555.)T hexe 


was ( ſaith he) ſet forth by the moſt-innocent | 


King Edward ( for whom God be praiſed ever 
laFingly ) the whole Church-Service, with 
great deliberation, and Advice of the Learned 
Aten of the Realm,and authorized by the Whote 
Parliament. Which Book was never Refor- 
* med; but once , and yet by that one Kefor- 
* maticn,it was 10 fully perfeted,according fo 
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| © the Rules of our Religion, in every behalf, 


T hat no Chriſtian Conſcience can be offended 


| with any thing therein contained, ( ABts ,& Mon. 


fel 1521.) Mind the words of this Holy Mar- 
No Chriſtian ( onſcience can be effended 
with any thing therein contained) and yet what 
Swarms of Exceptions fly 12 the Face of it ? 


A plenteous Showr of Rain, ſeldom brings 


forth more Muſhroms,(or Toad-Stools) then 
the late Luxuriant Age hath produced Exce- 
p:1ons againſt this Book, Concerning which, 
take the Judgment of Mr. Hecker ; Whoſoever 
deth meaſnre them by number , © muſt needs be 
ent of live. with a thing that hath ſo many 
faults : Whoſcever by weight, cannot chooſe bus 
eſteem wery highly of that, Wherein the Wit of ſo 
ſcrupulous Aaverſarics hath not hitherto ob- 
ſerved any defett, which themſelves can ſeriouſ- 
ly think ts be of moment, (Ecclel.Pol.B.s. Sect. 
27.) The examination of theſe Exceptions , 
will be our third Step. 

11T. The Excepcions commonly brought 


' againſt our Zitzrgie, are either general, or 


more particular, 
Firſt, In general, two things are chiefly 
laid toits charge. 
T. It is a Superſtitions Worſhip. 
Inanſwer to this, 
Firſt, I preſume, that (as they ſay Prover- 
bially 
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bially) Zvery #4n,that talks of Robin Hood: 
wever ſhot in bs Bow : Soevery one, that 
cryes out Superſtition, doth not well under. 
fand what Saperſtition is , for Superſtition 
(in the proper, and ftrict Notion, and{1gnift< 
cation of the Word) is the /0r /hip of 1dels,or 
Dread Men, daignr es, Or Swperſtites, Thus 


Sr. Paul tells the Athenians, I perceive that in ' 


«ll things you are tvo ſuperſtitions, ( Act. xvii. 
22.) Arroideipoyertiecs . Thus 1 ſuppoſe no 
man hath the Fore-head ro charge our L;- 
ter oe With Super Fition. 

Soperſtiticn (1n animproper and more pe- 
nerally-received Notion) is, when things are 
either abhor'd,or obſerved,with a zealous,or 
fearful;but erroneous relation'to God ; By 
means of which,the Superſtitious ſerve,cicher 
the trueGod,with needleſs Offices,or defraud 
Him of Neceſlary Duties, or beſtow ſuch ho- 


nour, and fervice upon others, as isproper | 


for,and ſhould be peculiar to him onely. 
'Fhatour L:twreze confers any Honour,.or 


Service, proper, and-peculiar-to God, vpon + 


others, no man hath yet affirmed; That it 
requires ncedlefs Offices, to be performed to 
the true God,no man can ſay, who believg 
that God who made our Bodies, as well as 
our Souls) requires the external Worfhip of 
our Bodies,. as well as'the inward Service of 


our | 
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our - Mind. A man cannot expreſs too much in 
the out-fide,provided the inviſible part come 
not-ſhort of ic , and ( I muſtſay ) I know not 
how the ſtifneſs of theKnee,can be 1c ted 
from defe&t of Humility at leaſt,if not of true 
Piety allo. l 

- Secondly, There may be as much SupeMi- 
tion,in rejecting of our Litzrge, as in retai- 
ning it :. as much Superftition, in oppoſng.os 
inaſſerting Ceremonies. A Negative.Terch 
not,T aſte not, K neel not, Bow not, may be $;< 
perſtitious, as well as the Aﬀermarive, An 
19norant fear .of diſpleafng God , i ſuch a 
Form,or Circumſtance of Worſhip, nay be 
Sper ſt it19u52s well AS 4 Blind Ze: L.\ or Fear 
is of all AﬀeRtions ( Anger excepted ) 1h» nn. 
apteſt to-admit any Conference wich P. caſon. 
While a man $Superftiriouſly fears, left he 
ſhould offend, in doing this, or that, he fins 
againſt God, and his own Soul, in leaving 
that undone,which his Reaſon (if he hearken- 
ed ro. the Voice of it) would tell him he 
might,and onghr to do. This is the firſt, 2nd 
grear, bur (you ſee ) groundleſs, Exception, 
again{t our 7.;z#rgie. The ſecond:is like un- 
to it; namely,that,Our Liturgieis Popiſh ; or 
too near. Popery,being taken out of the Maſs 
Bock. To this I anſwer, 7 

Fir Q.Cn the words of Learned Mr. Hocker) 

L 
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I: were violent,and extream, to ſay, that in ne- 
thing they may be followed, who are of the 
Church of Rome. (They acknowledg the Scri- 
ptures, of theOld and New Teſtament, to be 
the Word of God : They make Profeſlion of 
all the Articles of the Faith, one God, 
one® Saviour, one Baptiſm : it will not (I 
hope) be deemed Popery in Us to do ſo, be- 
cauſe they do it.) Some things they do as men, 
ſome things as wiſe men, ſome things as Chri- 
ſtian men ; in theſe we may follow th m : Some 
things they do as misled, and blinded with Er 
rour; As far, as they follow Reaſoy, and Truth, 
we fear nit to tread the ſame ſteps, in which 
they have gone ,and to be their follgWwers. While 
Rome keeps that, which 15 antienter, and bet- 
ter, others, whom we much more affett, leavino 
it for newer, and changing it for worſe, we had 
rather follow the perfection of them whom we 

like net, then in their defects reſemble them, 
whom we leve.(Eccleſ.Pol.B. 5.Sect.28.) we are 
ſorry ( faith Learned Doctour Covel ) that 
their weakneſs taketh offence at that, which we 
huld as an honozr, and a virtue in the Church of 
England ; namely, that we have ſo ſparingly, 
and as it were unwillingly, diſſented from the 
Church of Rome , with whom, if the Corrupti- 
ons of that { hurch would have given us leave, 


we would bave willingly conſented in their Whele 
S'er- 
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Service : which being unſafe,and unlawful, we 
follow them, notwithſtanding in all, wherein they 
follow thoſe Holy and Antiext Fathers, which 
firſt planted the Truth among them. (Modeſt 
Exam. pag. 85.) þ 

Secondly,Irt is no ways probable,were our 
Liturgie Popiſh , that rhe Papi#s would be 
ſuch violent Oppoſers of it. Weare aſſured 
by an Argument of Chriff*'s own making, 
that it is not Popiſþ: for (faith'our Sawvioar, 
Every Kingam, divided againFt it ſelf , ts 
brought to deſulation, and an houſe” divided a- 
gainſt an houſe falleth,(Luke 81.17.) Fohn Ould 
(in Queen Mary's days ) wrote againlt the 
Papiſts, in Defence of the Common-Prayer- 
Bock, And Cranmer made a Challenge, That, 
if he might be permitted by the Queen, to 
take to him P. Martyr,and four,or five more, 
they wouid enter the Liſts with any Papiſts 
living, and defend the Common-Prayer-Beok; 
ro be perfetly agreeable ro the Word of 
God, and the ſame,in effe&t, which had been 
for fifteen hundred years in the Church of 
Chriſt, 

Thirdly, Ir is a known truth,that our Re- 
formers retained not any part of the Popi(h 
Service, but reformed their Breviary, Pro- 
ceſſional, and Maſs-Book (as they did their 
Dodrine) retaining nothing , but what the 
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Pepifts hal received from purer Antiquity: 
which argues onely a fair compliance in us 
with the Antient Church, and not at all 
with them. And if it be ſar .that ſome Pa» 
piſts have. boaſted, that our Service is but 
their Maſ/fin Engliſh. It is (cerminly) a 
moſt unreaſonable thing.that they whe will 
not believe rhe Papift in any thing elſe, 
ſhould believe them in their yain boaſt a- 
gainſt us, and thinke it an accuſation ſuffi- 
Ciently proved, becauſe ſome Papiſts Pave 
impugently ſaid ir. 
Fourthly, The truth is, the Papiſts con- 
demon our Book as much of Sc chiſm, as the 
-Confſtorian! do of compliance; they | 
accuſe it as much of departing from the 
Church of Rowe, as the others of remain- 
ing with it, Now there cannot be's ſurer 
evidence ofthe innocency of our- Litzrgie, 
then the contrary Cenſures , which it hath 
undergon berween theſe two Perſecutours 
inthe extream ; ir being rhe diftate of 
natural Reaſon, that Virtue is intallibly 
known by this, that it 1s accuſed by both 
the Excreams,2; guilty of either; as (for in- 
ſtance) the true Liberaiity of mind is by 
this exemplifyed, thac it is defamed by the 
Prodigal for Parcimony, and by the Niggard 
| for 
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for Prodigality. Thus you have ſome thing 
in Reply to theObjeRions in general, where- 
by it appears tha: our Litzrgie is neither) 
Superſticious, n>r Popiſh. 

The particular Objections are excee- 
ding many ; bat (as Mr. Hooker in his Ep. 
Dedicatory to his fifrh - Book : ) for the 
greateſt part, ſuch filly things, that the eaſs> 
neſs renders them hard to be Diſputed of in 4 
ſerious manner. 1 ſhall briefly conſider 
the moſt principal of them. 

Firſt, For the Lirany ( againft which a 


Cloud of Darts arecaft ) Mr. Hooker (a 


Perſon, of whom it is bard to ſay, whether 
bis Sobriety, or Learning may challenge the 
greateſt admiration ) tells us, that the ab- 
ſolute perfefiion of this piece, upbraias with 


Errour, or ſomething worſe, them, Whom in 


all points it doth not ſatisfy. ( Eccleſ. Pol. B. 
$ 41. (Ofthe rare effes of which,he gives 


- us (there) ewo famous Inftances: the one of 


Mamercus Biſhop of Viewns (about 430, 
years after Chrift ) the other of Sidonins 


Biſhop of Averns, who by the frequent'and 


fervent uſe of the Rogation, or Litany, ob- 
tained of God the averſion of portended 
Calamities; and the removing of Famine, 
and a Potent Enemy , which beſieg- 
L X 
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beſieged them. x 
This part of our Service (the Litany |was 
called by the Antients 's x5vi; "$v% 1 CAr- 
neft,or intenſe Prayer: and inthe Greek 
Liturgy, imply 't 1g, intenſe, or earneſt, 
And therefore the Church requires the 
Congregation ( or, People) to be more ex- 
erciſed in ir, then in any other parc of the 
Service, Concerning which three things 
have been offered to be juſtified againſt any 
Gainſayers; ( but no man hath yet en- 
tred the Lifts.) 
I. That there is not any where extant 
4 wore particular excellent enumeration of all ' 
the private, or common wants of Chriſti» 
ans, ſo far as.it is lik:ly to come to the c0- 
gniſance of a Congregation. 
-' 2, Not a move innocent blameleſy Form, 
erainft which there lies xo juſt ObjeHtion , 
ayd moſt of the unjuſt ones, that have been 
made, are reproachful to Scripture it ſelf, 
from which the Paſſages excepted againſt are 
fetobed. Ai\for inftance) That it may pleaſe 
thee to bave mercy wpon al men, from 1. 
Tim. lis 14 1 exhort therefore that firſt of 
all, Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, 
and giving of thanks be made for all men. 
| Not a more artificial compoſure, for the 


raiſing 
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raiſing of our ztal, and keeping 3t up, then , 
this ſo defamed part of our Litargy. For 
which (and other Excellencies, nndoubted- 
ly it is (and not for any con!uring or / Wea- 
ring in it (as ſome Blaſphemously bave ſaid) 
thac the Divel hath took (uch care, that ic 
ſhould drink depeeft of the bitter cup of ca- 
lumnie, and rev1.np. 

Secondly, For the Re/pox/ſer, and fol. 
lowing the Presbyter, or Pricft,in the Con- 
feſlion of Sins, and Profeſlion of Faith, 
They were deſigned by the Charch, ( from 
the example of pure Antiquity) to very 
profitable uſes: as 

I. By way of mutual Charity,the peo- 
ple returning a prayer for the Prieft, who 
begins one peculiarly for them, . The Lord 
be with you, ſaith the Prieſt; And with thy 
Spirit, Anſwer the people. 

2.To quick=n deyotion which is but to pro- 
ne to dull and flackenby continual beairng. 

3. Tocnpage every one preſent, to be 
no idle,” or unprofitable ſpeatour, or 
auditour of the Service onely. 

Thirdly, For the. three Creeds ( the A- 
poſtles, Nicene, and Athanaſius his Creed) 
they have been( of old ) a badg of the 
Church, a mark to diſcern Chriftians, from 


Infidels, and Fews. Ihbave not yet _ 
0 
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of any thing objeRed againſt the matter of 
any of them. The Apoftes Creed (whether 
delivered by the Apoſtles to the Church by 
Oral Tradition, that famous Tradition ſo 
much mentioned by che Fathers ; or pu. 
th:red out of the Writings of the Holy A- 
pofſties) is the ſum of the whole Catholick 
Faith, the Key of the Chriſtian Faith. 

Thar of che Conncel of Nice was made 
intra: famous Aſſembly of 318. Biſhops, 
againſt che Herefic of Arrius, who denyed 
the Coccernicy,and Coequality of the Son 
w:*h che Father. + 

Athanaſiut is Creed, compoſed by that 

Father. (who alone oppoſed bimſelf 
to that Torrent of Arriazi/m, which had 
over-flowed the whole world ) was, both 
in the Eft, and Weſtern Church, account- 
ed as a Treaiure 0: preat price. There is 
not any imaginable ground of rejeRing 
either of rheſe, unleſs i: be to pratifie the 

Separztifts, who are profeſſed denyers, of 
one Arrticle,[':he Holy (atholick, Church, ) 

Fourthly, For the Doxols; y (or, Glory 
be to the Father , &c.) itis a very antient 

Piece : the former Verſicle of it, being (ac» 

cording to good Authours ) compoled by 
the firſt Councel of Nice : and Mg” by 
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thoſe Fathers to be uſed in the Church, as a 


leſſer Creed, or Confeſſion of the Trinity, 
and 6woxcia, ConſubFtantiality of the Son, 


avd the Holy Ghoſt, with the' Father. Ar 


which it hath therefore been the Cuſtom 
antiently to ſtand up : Confeſſion of God 
being a praiſing of Him 3 ro which that Py« 


[ſture is moſt due, and prope:. And fer 


the other Verſicle| es it was in the i Be* 


'ginning, &c. | when the Macedonian Heres 


ticks excepted againſt the Divinity of the 
Holy Ghoſt, , as a Novel Doftrine, Saint 
Jerom, in Oppoiition tg, them, added char 


unto the former Yerſicle. 


_ 
”_—_ 


Fifthly , For the reading of the Commune © 


 dements and the Re/penſ/es after them « It 
' muft be acknowledged , that it is not anti- 


ently to be found 1n the Church, as a part of 
the Service , no not till King Edward's ſe. 
cond Liturgie, ( by which yet we bave this 


' Advantage, Tat Popery cannot be charged 


#pen it ) yet itwill appear tobe a profita» 
ble Part of Nevotion, For the Prieft, af- 
ter a Prayer for Grace to love God, and 
keep His Commandements, [ Almighty 
God, unto whom all Hearts be open, _, ls 
appointed to ſtand, and read the Comman-« 
dements diſtinctly to the People : and they 
F co 
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toreceivethem inan hamble AﬀeRion ofÞþ 
Heart, and convenient Poſture of Body, asIfai 
means £o cry,& examine themſelves,to hams! 
ble themſelves.in alSenſe of their ſeveral Fai-' 
lings,& thereupon to implore, every one for 
himſelf, and for others/ even for the whole 
Kingdom') Firſt, God's Mercy for Pardon, [4 
for every thing, in which we have violated Þ| 
hisHoly Commandments | Lord bave Here 
&y pon xs |Secondly, Grace for the time to || 
come, co perform that, which is acceptable 
to God | And incline our Hearts to keep 
this Law. | 


o* - 
_ 


Laſtly, For the (ommunion of the Sich, 
It is of long ſtandinp in the Church, we 
have an undeniable Evidence of it, in the 
Canons of the Conncels about the Lappi, & 
excommunicati, (tbe Fallen into ſome ſcan- 
dalous Sin, and Excommunicate ) which | gþ 
take Care, that rhey ſhould baye the Peace | a 
of the Church at their Departure out of the | 
World: ( in extremis ) and (if with Ex- | xy 
preſſions of Penitence they ; defire it )- the | fr 

| Holy Sacrament, No Perſon can be dis- | & 
' ſatisfied with chis, who hath, or ſhall, read | 
the famous Story of the dying Serapion, in 
Euſebins, lib, 6, cap. 36, Pp 
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* And thus there is enough (I ſuppoſe ) 
id, to reconcile any ſober Perſon ( who 
hath # berter Eſteem of Antiquity , then 
Novelty ) tothe Litwrgie of our Church, ' 
and to confirm thoſe ( who are perſwaded, . 
according to Saint Peter's Doftrine) thar 
they ow Obedieace.to the Reverend Bis 
ſhops, as Governonrs ſent by the King ) in 
their Religious Obſeryation of it, and thax 
frictly,and preciſely, according tothe R#- 
brick, inevery thing contained/iin, and 
required by it: at leaft till rhe ſame Antho» 
rity, thac Eftabliſhed, & hath fo often Cone 
firmed it, ſhall chiok fir in their great Wilſ- 
doms to reformit, I mean, with Soap to 
wah, & cleanſe it from 8ny pollutions,that 
it may poſlibly have contracted,not by Ns- 

tre,to tear out the Bowels of it. 
The Inconveniences of altering any 


thing in the Publick ERtabliſhed Litargy of 


a Church are ſo viſible.and notorious, that 
no Wiſe men will, without Cogent Neceſti- 
ty,ruſhupon it, becauſe ( as Cicero faith 
from Socrates,) Mutata Muſica, matantpr 
e& Mores: A Change of Manners is con- 

ſequent to a Change of Mxſichk. 
Itis a thing juſtly to be feared, if the 
Prince ſhall conſent to the taking one, o_ 
ew 
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” fin Bricks out of the Wall, becauſe they ar 
*not (axis pretended ) 'well-burne, th 
' tlie Perſons of that Perſwaſton and Impor 
 tanity, will take leave to pluck them our on 
by one, till they leave no Wall at all. But 
Thope, the perſons in Authority {over 4 
have learned{by a dear bought Experiencg | 
totake heed of Root, and Branch: men , and} 
not to conſent to owl down the whole Fa | 
brick, becauſe a Window, or Chimney , it} 
way be x Tile onely, is miſplaced. F/| 
it is an unpardonable Errcur in any, to 
think, that the AZ of Reformation , confiflsf 
In the taking away things, together with 
the abuſe of them ( if any be ) for, that; 
cannor be ſaid ro be Reformed , which is 
made New. Reformation is ( properly )! 
Repetitio, wel reſtitutio fats antiqui, The! 
Repetition or Refticution of an antient Cu-Þ 
fiome. Thus, let our Lit»ygie, (if ir ſtand MW 
in any need ) be reformed; but God of his 
Mercy gfant, thar neither our Litwrgie,nor 
the eAdminiſtratours of it, fall again under? 
# Gnnpowder- Reformation, k 
Ic is ſaid of Rome, that ſhe never un- | 
derftood what Cato was arighr, till ſhe bad 
. loſt him ('Catonems nov intellexit civitas, ni- | 
" Femm perdidit ) the loſs we ſuſtained 
through | 
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| thropgh the "aboliſhing our Zitwrgie ( by 
& that Ordinance, which was. diſcharged a, 
"painſt it) will bave (I hope) ſuch an im- 


preſſion upon the Spirits of all thoſe, that. 
have good will for the Church of England, 
that it will not ( for the time to come) be 
an eaſy matter for thoſe, that riſe up _a« 


 gainſt ie, tocaft it down a ſecond time, T6 


prevent which, 
1. Do not provoke God tbrough your 
want of Diligence, in afſembling your ſelves 


+ together, to deliver up the Litzrgie into 


the hands of violent men, <kiltul ro deftroy. 


'Ifthe God of Heaven once perceive ( by 


your negligence in frequenting it) that it 


- 1s a matter of Indifferencie to you. whether 


you enjoy :t,or enjoy ir nor, he will have 
a juſt occaſion Adminiftred, rortake that 
from you, upoa which you ſet ſo little va» 
lue. | 

2. Let your Ardour and Fefvency in per- 
forming this preſcribed Service teftife to 
God, Angels, and_Men, th:c your Souls 
are delighred withit: that it isnor the 
JIabonr of your Lips one'y, but che devour 
breathings of your pious Souls, If you do 
thus, God will delight to eſtabliſh ir; and 
make it appear, that it is a Plant of yon, 
Heaven), 
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M4 avenly Father's Planting;Which no mor. 
48  xal hand halt be le, to pluck up | 
ow” -  - | And;if any perſon (ro conclude ) be M- 
h fentied art it,becguſe i it is antient, or ſole | 
* or ſober, or charitable ; you may be fokry: 
- for their weakneſs, and labour to infor 

b: ehem ; butbeſure you chooſe rather, to fs 
: 8 one, or a few peeviſh Servants in the 
Fawily, then to offend the whole Hous-hild, | 
* ineury the diſpleaſure of the great | 
Muſter of the Houſe,God bim(elf. | 


